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Agenda
○ Welcome and Introductions
○ Level Setting

◦ Who is ACT Now?
◦ Why STEM?
◦ STEM in Afterschool

○ Panelists’ Presentations
○ Q&A and Talkback
○ Closing and Evaluation

Chat!

React! Engage!



Introductions

Lesley Fisher Chapman
she/her

Program Coordinator, ACT Now

Moderator

Erin Wiese-Reichert
she/her

Early Childhood Educator, 
Children’s Discovery Museum

Dr. John Loehr
he/him

VP of STEM Education, 
Science Olympiad

Holly Kelsven
she/her

Program Manager, Homewood 
Science Center



ACT Now

Providers
State 

agencies

Youth 
Organizations

Policymakers

Educators
Community 
Advocates

Click here to sign up for 
our newsletter!

https://actnowillinois.org/join-act-now/
https://actnowillinois.org/join-act-now/


Why focus 
on STEM?

Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math

Life Skills
College & 

Career 
Prep

Job 
Growth

Economic 
Sustainability



STEM in 
Afterschool

BACK TO BASICS

Tips and tricks for 

returning to in-person 

STEM education
VIRTUAL GUEST 
SPEAKERS

How can you 
creatively introduce 
your students to real 
STEM professionals?

GIRLS STEAM 
SUCCESS CLUB

The importance and 
practice of engaging 
young women, 
especially youth of 
color, in STEM 
education



Tips and Tricks on 
Re-engaging 

Students with STEM 
In-Person

Erin Wiese-Reichert

Early Childhood Educator



1. Recognize the new normal of school

● New policies/procedures and time to adjust

● Separation anxiety exists

○ “It’s ok to be nervous.”



2. Establish Classroom Management

● Create classroom rules / expectations

● Create visual schedule / routine

● Model the behavior that you want (asking questions)



3. Create Open Communication

● Be clear with families on procedures, expectations, and why

○ Create a newsletter to keep families engaged and 

informed



4. Establish Relationships

● Take time to get to know the kids in your program

○ Beginning Circle Time

○ Ending Circle Time

○ Ask questions



5. Stay playful!



Virtual Guest Speakers
John F. Loehr; Ph.D.

Vice President-STEM Education

Science Olympiad



Science Olympiad
• Founded in 1984

• To engage, excite, and inspire the next generation of STEM learners & professionals

• Based on the belief that excellence in STEM should be as recognized as excellence in athletics

• Programs offered for all grades
• Elementary (Division A)

• Multiple different models (competitions, camps, Fun Day/Fun Night) based on objectives

• Excellent partnership opportunity with parents

• Middle School (Division B) & High School (Division C)

• A school-based, afterschool team competition -  academic track meet with individual & team 
awards

• Teams of 15 compete in 23 events, each student competes in about 3 events

• 450+ In-person tournaments annually

• Reach about 300,000 students annually
• Approximately 8,000 elementary, middle & high school teams

• All 50 states plus the District of Columbia



Pandemic Forced Pivot

• Shifted to a Virtual Format

• Online from homes

• Kept 22 of 23 events in each Division

• 370 Virtual Tournaments

• 1st Ever Virtual National Tournament

• Professional Development Shifted Too

• Workshops

• Monthly Video Series (STEM Sessions)



Things to Look for in a Guest Speaker

• Meets your Organizational Need
• Topic & Experience Alignment

• Has Something Meaningful to Share

• Engaging Presence
• Good Storyteller

• Has Pictures

• Safe, Simple Activities

• Understands Virtual
• Experience with Your Platform

• Has Access to a “Good” Space

• Comfortable with Format Limitations
• Limited Connections

• No Direct Q&A



Where to Find Speakers

• Friends & Parents

•Aligned Institutions

• Museums, Zoos, Aquariums

• Colleges & Universities

• Professional Societies

• Chamber of Commerce

•Vendors & Suppliers

•Other Organizations



Ways to Make the Experience Better
• Clearly Spell Out Your Needs

• Expected Audience

• Agenda & Topics

• Identify Features Available/Unavailable

• Polls

• Breakout Rooms

• Identify Things to Avoid

• Topics (i.e., Politics, Climate Change, Religion)

• Sales Pitches/Product Plugs

• Examples

• Think About Visuals/Branding

• Does it Matter?

• Prepare Materials

• Virtual Backgrounds

• Slide Template

• Establish Roles

• Admitting Attendees

• Running Slides

• Managing Chat & Questions



Girls STEAM 
Success Club

Holly Kelsven

Program Manager





























How do you feel 
today at 

Girls STEAM 
SUCCESS Club?



Val



Val



Holly Kelsven
Program Manager
hkelsven@homewoodsciencecenter.org

Andrea Brown-Thirston, PhD
Girls STEAM SUCCESS Club Facilitator
optimallearning2@gmail.com

www.homewoodsciencecenter.org/girlsclub

● Mentor
● Donate
● Connect



Questions for 
our presenters?



How can students collaborate scientifically 
while staying socially-distanced?



What are your favorite little known STEM 
topics/themes/professions OST providers can 

highlight or explore with their students?



What is your key takeaway for program 
providers as it relates to engaging students in 

STEM OST education?



Upcoming 
ACT Now 
Events

Using Data to Design Afterschool Programs 
PD webinar on 9/30 from 10 am - 11 am

October Membership Exchange “LOA: Sparking 

Meaningful Connections”
10/5 from 10 am - 11 am

Supporting SEL for Afterschool Staff
SEL webinar on 10/12 from 10 am - 11 am

The Root of All STEM: Family Engagement in STEM 

OST Programming
STEM webinar on 11/2 from 10 am - 11 am

https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/8546922113607371020
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf4FIX2LIm8Y46wFwgmo7Ku34LZZhF9Bq3KHKWJuzIlAAcE8A/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf4FIX2LIm8Y46wFwgmo7Ku34LZZhF9Bq3KHKWJuzIlAAcE8A/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeeLn2zGXpXLJWFGD_RNpJISczmO7nLsFg-eREg4h4bbAjR4g/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://actnowillinois.org/sel-pd/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScI2QvKI3oAWbwBVc-NCQ264_BJnI9UpmBF-n662ZEnPJeJOQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScI2QvKI3oAWbwBVc-NCQ264_BJnI9UpmBF-n662ZEnPJeJOQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://actnowillinois.org/stem-pd/


Additional 
Resources

Afterschool STEM Guidebook Science Curricula Matrix

Equity and Inclusion Assets for 
Afterschool and Summer Programs

Access code: MGM2021

https://actnowillinois.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Updated-STEM-Guidebook_July_2020_ES.pdf
https://actnowillinois.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Science-Curricula-Matrix-8.25.20.pdf
https://www.ifthencollection.org/MGM
https://www.ifthencollection.org/MGM


THANK YOU!
Don’t forget to fill out the evaluation so we 
can continue to offer free PD and training 
opportunities to our members! Questions?

Lesley Fisher Chapman
Program Coordinator

chapmanl@actnowillinois.org
312-273-8252

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfj2l5erGyyJAxxlySGXZhd6VETOOyMwU1twjEdZf5txC57nQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:chapmanl@actnowillinois.org

