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Code Your
Dreams

SUPPORTING OST STAFF IN STEM CURRICULUM

Empowering the next generation of
community-minded tech leaders
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What inspires
our curriculum?

 



Students are not just coders. 
They are activists, builders, change-makers, advocates and disruptors.

#1: COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT



Classroom conversations 
Community values inventories
User interviews with community
members

COMMUNITY
CENTERED
DESIGN
THINKING

Example 1:



User Personas
Wireframing and user
testing activities
Allows students to quickly
mock-up their ideas and
show them to peers and
community members

UI/UX DESIGN 
AND TESTING

Example 2:



#2: DIVERSE CAREER 
EXPLORATION



Program
Overview

Design Thinking
UI/UX Design
App Development
Web Development
Branding/ Marketing
Data Analytics/Science



CAREER PATHWAYS

Product Manager
 

UX Researcher
 

Product Designer
 

Marketer
 

Data Analyst/Scientist
 

Software Developer
 

Activist
 

Enterpreneur
 

Sales Associate
 



How do we support
staff who might not
consider themselves

coding experts?
 
 



Bring Industry Experts In



Prioritize Online Support Resources



Empower Teachers as Learners



Establish Teacher Community



"THERE IS NO GREATER
POWER THAN A
COMMUNITY
DISCOVERING WHAT IT
CARES ABOUT."
-Margaret Wheatley



Start Backwards: What's Your Goal?



Goal Setting Examples

Do we want students to have a finished product at the end of the program?
Or, are we more interested in empowering students with the skills/resources to continue
learning after the program (and potentially create finished products after the program)?
Are there certain careers that we want students to have exposure into?
Are there certain skills (technical and non-technical) that we want students to gain 
 experience/confidence with?
What is the challenge level for this program? 

Can students of diverse backgrounds/experience levels be in the same program? 
Are there programs for students to enter after the program?
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