
Policy Updates 

State Updates 

Illinois State Board of Education January Board Meeting Recap 

  

On January 19, 2022, the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) met for its monthly board 

meeting. To access the recording and meeting materials, click here. ISBE heard public comment 

and hosted a hearing on the state agency's vaccination mandate for school personnel. To read 

more about the hearing, click here. Others highlighted the importance of early childhood 

literacy education. ISBE then heard a presentation from the Student Advisory Council on the 

following topics: ISBE's Strategic Goals, legislative meetings, mental health support services for 

students, resource compilation and development for students and families of color, and 

recommendations for closing the workforce shortage. ISBE Board Members discussed its equity 

initiative as well as targeted strategies for: supporting educators and substitute teachers in 

Illinois, providing incentives for educators to remain in the field, and encouraging people of 

color to work in the education sector. The Board discussed the release the FY23 21st Century 

Community Learning Centers (21st CCLC) Request of Proposals (RFP). The Board will vote to 

release this RFP next month. The next ISBE board meeting is scheduled for February 17, 2022. 

 

Reimagine Public Safety Act Eligible Locations Announced 

 

On December 31, 2021, the Illinois Department of Human Service's (IDHS) Office of Firearm 

Violence Prevention (OFVP) released its lists of eligible 22 communities in Chicago, and 15 cities 

across the state, for the Reimagine Public Safety Act funding. The Notice of Funding 

Opportunity (NOFO) has not been released for communities in Chicago nor for the cities in 

Illinois. However, the NOFOs are expected to be released in early March. ACT Now has updated 

our one-pager to reflect this announcement and continues to partner with the Illinois 

Collaboration on Youth (ICOY) to provide capacity building technical assistance. 

 

 

Illinois Legislative Redistricting Maps Finalized 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dkCc-a_Opjs1gT6kauaYZDcJKVRjSGlPOhmMcIbeP3-3rsAQlpJ_SNA&c=E,1,sUll6avdwbLjoJG36eIBDiJyt59XGQ_lML-nDhTv4qT6LtKCHGLaHDMhcaZzcVK8UKoze4epULjC2aUk2lCGOMm33gmapZ9meDGhvjbUOp9kIZo,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dQVfMlIv_sssICsB9_6k_E3HUkWNDNrTIX5MUJqhl4WQ7sya9gtJFnQ&c=E,1,VndynzKaks0jNWoRA-c1-THHsMPE9_CUsBh-zY6aZNZecY40BHuLSnyAV4qnnnKXq2NuMtfFlxVElG5kjAs6rsNtuPjJH9_FqECIVD1gFIslGDqC21Gggn7w&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dZJbdzylaH_7wUzLR43imHhkZFDaPpqmouLHtoFa6_HOBVJgN8z2Weg&c=E,1,yXjyYMK5MYqZaLejHjk75iD1VtQauVDNWFjErKmL43O9o7jMN3KLirWJP05rfz4M6jKuY0Xgzd9LPWpOFrUZ70N0gEWbDwO9Cv3iRtv-UmXC&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dMDdkrIYt0oSQrmCXzy6pytW7VnI2oEGylnljJIKrVSiyMPvdUtQVKg&c=E,1,tw4BtfDbalTbws6yTJhA_fsW0oU5jTEV6JYZ3v9A_VU04PO_cVAb_0qoWOwcynz7pcLJxaaTF-FO83yYv0cTGr5Y3G6O0eOwngGCYM8tjymjhxfXhxgwmesz&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dMDdkrIYt0oSQrmCXzy6pytW7VnI2oEGylnljJIKrVSiyMPvdUtQVKg&c=E,1,tw4BtfDbalTbws6yTJhA_fsW0oU5jTEV6JYZ3v9A_VU04PO_cVAb_0qoWOwcynz7pcLJxaaTF-FO83yYv0cTGr5Y3G6O0eOwngGCYM8tjymjhxfXhxgwmesz&typo=1


  

At the end of December 2021, a federal appellate panel upheld state legislative redistricting 

maps, (SB927, Public Act 102-663) and rejected three Plaintiff proposals. Individuals can view 

the newly approved legislative districts here: Senate and House. Individuals can also check if 

their elected official(s) will change here. Enacted Congressional, State Senate, and State 

Representative districts will be those used in the November 8, 2022 elections. To learn more, 

click here. 

For a list of previously listed policy updates, click here. 

 

Trainings, Events and Webinars 

Core Area Organization Name of Event/Training Date 
Registration 

Link 

Administration 

Illinois Student 

Assistance 

Commission 

Public Service Loan 

Forgiveness Trainings 

TONIGHT, at 5:00 p.m. 

January 26, 2022, at 

6:00 p.m. 

January 27, 2022, at 

12:00 p.m. 

January 29, 2022, at 

10:00 a.m. 

REGISTER 

Youth 

Development 

Coalition for 

Community 

Schools 

Proposed Priorities for 2022 

Full-Service Community 

Schools Grant Competition 

TODAY, from 2:00 p.m. 

to 3:00 p.m. 
REGISTER 

Professional 

Development 

Illinois 

AfterSchool 

Network 

Supporting Relationships 

with Parents/Caregivers in 

COVID 

February 2, 2022, from 

10:00 a.m. to 12:00 

p.m. 

REGISTER 

City of 

Chicago and Cook 

County 

Readiness Summit 
February 4, 2022, from 

8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
REGISTER 

ACT Now 

Community Schools 

DOWNSTATE Training: 

Advisory Boards 

February 16, 2022, 

from 10:00 a.m. to 

12:00 p.m. 

REGISTER 

Illinois 

AfterSchool 

Network 

Restorative Justice and DEI: 

Threading Restorative 

Practices for Day-to-Day 

Operations: To Prevent Harm 

and Enhance and Elevate 

February 16, 2022, 

from 10:00 a.m. to 

12:00 p.m. 

$25 

REGISTER  

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dN-EXZ9uWdb1vmTCz90GCHQKkmjDJkWNABF8fIMhkRBADrOa3n-hxKw&c=E,1,vU4i3LubId2jpcuATGlbVlkFB0ixyIMFEM3hJTGQ63VmmLGMohCl4Xpq3EGUowsrEcJ2scJ6yYWEKb9rm7RhkoL9KATWqVE4qYP4SFfNUufs&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3ddpCNFI4FokF5w5-9VYN5DkjEJ1UwRfu5f6pqzihCzkmuyWb_26d9aA&c=E,1,rzds699jov4mLdvxZRhO0hgDA32Kv4bgOLx-3_qtIAMCVF6R0oJZto_yfkGzs6SUX8Mxxqhve7rD6o-67xTJEb_8YSj9PomnRWecK8iJ5W3KFjQLeV4,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dgE5tyrqwFJD0NJyLS-vlZciVUEtMfXvnIkEqa8J-Rg7Dxjp-rfRwpw&c=E,1,dSJhowxF_LjUQ8UM_oh3t9AiEnUVoelrFMUKmib88LGcZ1Lo6vh5XEgCIJI6OEv5c75ANSs9wnLPZc-9ZT1OAYmDTRnIjdGOPa8TVNliYVV_hthqaYQT&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dbhCAw5WvdBCcWe4CD7deVai_VBdCoP-H9mm65D3zxdjqzv-J1rSf5g&c=E,1,c2_noL98e1hyBntl2yq212pa0oKqkH22TKVpP9-cJg8ejIrAYYb8HqPPG18lKwUE43tS0amurqQ8b6JotypEZsEnQlTZMbq9WQtwwAvy6oUTPtdt3w,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dbrLDQy8pohdgEKJtd-w564g1joajhxxB0no4y6wBZZkNCZlZmK2QFQ&c=E,1,trkWHl2aTHHcCkHeNqtz36rYBgHcT49EjKoHHQs0lrAXP8srFFwxSnC-zfYzvdihKTkB86tS_AdIhLHcZOPEixruEn8XCyajZ6zlNvTa-ChHOg,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dB_NLKucl8KejZ9YnwKwAytvTI-x9YicmCv9kSJoRfvqfWgoTiMUtIA&c=E,1,GLdWUfNjC9MwTc2oWhOJ7KPm66jdEwe0M7YHr2ZIfUSLCbelVWYXudzW0S4EQ14UXUUZaNv2Ml5Ol9A_NQFle-6HoyPCjKeP3yRMqo2fnNzBx-CbZvP8&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dN9ZUvabKYBSt1nKQRQJFjfhehng9O9TFhR3yhA2V2yd6_9T79ok6ew&c=E,1,h0QY02tU0mmzLmWqK-lPYSCuzqOUTROexr7OM9QW9sbvNSewaW3gA5_0lWHonvK-X78ZGV2cjn4nx0cYUQXKwqeZh_y6_sUlWSjTstKbWOZg-O5P1XkMGNMw&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dN9ZUvabKYBSt1nKQRQJFjfhehng9O9TFhR3yhA2V2yd6_9T79ok6ew&c=E,1,h0QY02tU0mmzLmWqK-lPYSCuzqOUTROexr7OM9QW9sbvNSewaW3gA5_0lWHonvK-X78ZGV2cjn4nx0cYUQXKwqeZh_y6_sUlWSjTstKbWOZg-O5P1XkMGNMw&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dN9ZUvabKYBSt1nKQRQJFjfhehng9O9TFhR3yhA2V2yd6_9T79ok6ew&c=E,1,h0QY02tU0mmzLmWqK-lPYSCuzqOUTROexr7OM9QW9sbvNSewaW3gA5_0lWHonvK-X78ZGV2cjn4nx0cYUQXKwqeZh_y6_sUlWSjTstKbWOZg-O5P1XkMGNMw&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dZohC2DNr6d2m4NbeHvrno15EyTR6DKhWkXfHYONo_1YK-PUISui1yg&c=E,1,_lcGTmJInOXgvRW34L2cdqVWMhC7M_mcUAi12koiJFWeb0-SvYzh2A_ZnTc-BB-zxfQ4_R96uLaNCRdxop-soOlUSiPwl7iFzd9ExQ8GdRFHoK0Is3COeTWJYOs,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3d-CZY-3Rr3-julvdardcsVW9I3BG3nNJkHKIF5oSWZ_rWUCDKMlYRtg&c=E,1,aHvEnMpk4qDyplzL8O4ZztUUBgu9I3tEY1ZGwvqMIbAvvFekvuu83l69I-W9nFR4SNwYTGf7PoyHecRAhEaHAZpcUa-MWsBWo7bJ3cFqEA,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3d-CZY-3Rr3-julvdardcsVW9I3BG3nNJkHKIF5oSWZ_rWUCDKMlYRtg&c=E,1,aHvEnMpk4qDyplzL8O4ZztUUBgu9I3tEY1ZGwvqMIbAvvFekvuu83l69I-W9nFR4SNwYTGf7PoyHecRAhEaHAZpcUa-MWsBWo7bJ3cFqEA,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3d-CZY-3Rr3-julvdardcsVW9I3BG3nNJkHKIF5oSWZ_rWUCDKMlYRtg&c=E,1,aHvEnMpk4qDyplzL8O4ZztUUBgu9I3tEY1ZGwvqMIbAvvFekvuu83l69I-W9nFR4SNwYTGf7PoyHecRAhEaHAZpcUa-MWsBWo7bJ3cFqEA,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dN3kIGxoCbxJj03h-fta2T9RqK2R1-JPPtiICoQPQ1ifZRDtlAWwPbg&c=E,1,FBnL0qLxmXwe-q7Kr6SyioUuXpsi67jMhPwQmN3xTBZFvD6ayYV1nRAsQ11Agf9069kctElY4CIBpo1iAW9bzTQv8fZcpGWNTP-BH-MuiA,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dwq-jsFuF2bu7zlVoknN2XT6WZaMFxlVzDu7aOjUKSdzQjoiSCg6bEg&c=E,1,0_0FHPf567D-tdsLH8GNozRqyXh885VNRG3ZVvvqM4x95uI3PyLXifoe2LOM56ZcwJZCbY2EENpvm7jyUZGc86yclpIm3v30EHiqamwP7hEk5Q,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dwq-jsFuF2bu7zlVoknN2XT6WZaMFxlVzDu7aOjUKSdzQjoiSCg6bEg&c=E,1,0_0FHPf567D-tdsLH8GNozRqyXh885VNRG3ZVvvqM4x95uI3PyLXifoe2LOM56ZcwJZCbY2EENpvm7jyUZGc86yclpIm3v30EHiqamwP7hEk5Q,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dwq-jsFuF2bu7zlVoknN2XT6WZaMFxlVzDu7aOjUKSdzQjoiSCg6bEg&c=E,1,0_0FHPf567D-tdsLH8GNozRqyXh885VNRG3ZVvvqM4x95uI3PyLXifoe2LOM56ZcwJZCbY2EENpvm7jyUZGc86yclpIm3v30EHiqamwP7hEk5Q,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dKTFn1Ca8CnEnnnRhhlr35hnebIFim00zmCOODJmoQSZ9ayaTFJws3g&c=E,1,qE9QEerPn62C2PLCkVyYNqHEWHO_GS-lKdJ57CBH0k-u2lOMOtKDpZLF4c_Ipa9elT6XfyRtTUMRroXJtRTCARRZRWwVPGYZR2GS1eWd3TlyUDxVhw,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dLBxCU_-CCXSY2XTrIYYNe4nw-nTtf0i1BqBHBR76HdGgmhL-K22VCA&c=E,1,gr5M0SiLUcThwIbjl9JjMJmyeU-V3CtiP_zVyV1nK4aJvHwnrq80SdsEwoA5CBM_yBr_SE1XTpjCnSrnoYzeAbkSz2VOsbbY4dYRu18zBPAq0B7K&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dLBxCU_-CCXSY2XTrIYYNe4nw-nTtf0i1BqBHBR76HdGgmhL-K22VCA&c=E,1,gr5M0SiLUcThwIbjl9JjMJmyeU-V3CtiP_zVyV1nK4aJvHwnrq80SdsEwoA5CBM_yBr_SE1XTpjCnSrnoYzeAbkSz2VOsbbY4dYRu18zBPAq0B7K&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3d0934tSeWh1AkWTVAf7DGiSUaWxR7t5ZVGMzQh9-9ZR5KknIJISNdGA&c=E,1,mttKKs4TRsF7WtWA358G5u8jBw2sMNhk_zuEVK3W6j0-lxr2GqPbpDGn9AmpCwXmsxfYpH9D3HB2q_uUiQlJ4_k3SX6A-1MWLslhVdbM4gzoWLFf&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3d0934tSeWh1AkWTVAf7DGiSUaWxR7t5ZVGMzQh9-9ZR5KknIJISNdGA&c=E,1,mttKKs4TRsF7WtWA358G5u8jBw2sMNhk_zuEVK3W6j0-lxr2GqPbpDGn9AmpCwXmsxfYpH9D3HB2q_uUiQlJ4_k3SX6A-1MWLslhVdbM4gzoWLFf&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dfsRoqHDGL9wJ2mMQLK-i8x7TPmI3sdCFinRaU0sTstFofNOo1bY-3A&c=E,1,041i1ia_WWFCqBkYzsaJxumc7F7KxMjGSFTKNEHxQekXcC-vYD9oCb49nS-SPBF5YT8OlpYWrftj8We_7a4_696VP5_mZQ6F9u9zJWkdj_0Kc9Y,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dUEYXiMqjsbJjk2Ld-0bTn5FrCyL-iK88a2mGcrhKCqXITZ_bBW-MtA&c=E,1,1MCiuJxUjq0d2lEm7LovRigfmUTaHeynhtyqPN9K9oZDgW_gW8SZ-A8XZjxJLB_gCU0yqpPTF-OwijYvcobfmcGoEeJ9iSudro5-Jq6lmhnidrNSz6p6&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3d7nOhJ3mYdUnaQfovK_kTNqgaG6LUENsOdpTiaxns4DY1N0gzJeHYVw&c=E,1,P5kAZqpwPsqXO37eJCTb0BTg312YiXEFSVFH4mk6pxpV_l3yAzunKVn8SqNB-dLVwsCiu64pIMI0CCSrDniT2cIrX0P9l759KVtbU5g_zipL1h3jX9fHxfo,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dNtCmTrosoZckG8JAg_YUdfmxO_s_UaF5pqAr8kFzAfJyqIvmz6POXg&c=E,1,N15ZQcvZ7Mt2qsrsRjN7X7ZY7OT4hzFpoW3_GNSr3vmaFDVj5_eE0bI3-VyBQs9tvTCvITKSu6V5PIyUrtJPF5_6EjST43zMvxoqtb9PakZG&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dNtCmTrosoZckG8JAg_YUdfmxO_s_UaF5pqAr8kFzAfJyqIvmz6POXg&c=E,1,N15ZQcvZ7Mt2qsrsRjN7X7ZY7OT4hzFpoW3_GNSr3vmaFDVj5_eE0bI3-VyBQs9tvTCvITKSu6V5PIyUrtJPF5_6EjST43zMvxoqtb9PakZG&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dNtCmTrosoZckG8JAg_YUdfmxO_s_UaF5pqAr8kFzAfJyqIvmz6POXg&c=E,1,N15ZQcvZ7Mt2qsrsRjN7X7ZY7OT4hzFpoW3_GNSr3vmaFDVj5_eE0bI3-VyBQs9tvTCvITKSu6V5PIyUrtJPF5_6EjST43zMvxoqtb9PakZG&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dhjzCB5tPF9HdfrsXvsrwaO2E7yKfiwDcoW5kL7v22EEahSudvFL-9Q&c=E,1,fApkydIAy-1l4dvAWe8K9_OgQbKEmkzfFJ9_qJVMMKOuFD0NxU3hFOZ4zxEb6QvCkNTS1N0RiBOLFZLUS3ikcfh-JZiAjfi-p_x-TfS3-4zX0iRn25v5&typo=1


 

For an archive of our previously listed Trainings, Events and Webinars, click here. 

 

Resources for Providers 

Administration 

Understanding "Comprehensive Afterschool" in Federal Aid Opportunities 

 

The Afterschool Alliance has published a brief one-pager on funding opportunities for 

community-based organizations. These funding opportunities come from the American Rescue 

Plan (ARPA). The one-pager can help define and highlight the specific traits of comprehensive 

afterschool programs and can be used in conversations with school districts and local elected 

officials. 

 

Article on Tackling the Teacher Shortage 

 

Positive Work Environments 

(Part I) 

Illinois Resource 

Center 

2022 ESSA/Multilingual 

Illinois Conference 

*ACT Now will be presenting 

on Family Engagement 

February 22, 2022, to 

February 25, 2022 
REGISTER 

ACT Now 

Community Schools CHICAGO 

Training: Creating a Culture 

of Support and Supporting 

Staff 

February 23, 2022, 

from 10:00 a.m. to 

12:00 p.m. 

REGISTER 

Illinois 

AfterSchool 

Network 

Restorative Justice and DEI: 

Threading Restorative 

Practices for Day-to-Day 

Operations: To Prevent Harm 

and Enhance and Elevate 

Positive Work Environments 

(Part II) 

February 23, 2022, 

from 10:00 a.m. to 

12:00 p.m. 

$25 

REGISTER 

ACT Now 

Community Schools SUBURBS 

Training: Creating a Culture 

of Support and Supporting 

Staff 

March 16, 2022, from 

10:00 a.m. to 12:00 

p.m. 

REGISTER 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3d_loDq6RvVT_tI8sP8Nnb3hNNMPZGnNNLXZN3xKL0cpGLAcvy1PjndQ&c=E,1,il__uEV5DnHlvJELElcQr4sOH44bhmmD9DL_iFDVBrRHYinDxuJdLwbsmBcEiQw6lx0edycy3685DaOl-9FroEmzfGSiSQVyGiWMIMoTCLJ2tN4qjWQxZK20&typo=1
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The Learning Policy Institute (LPI) recently released an article on the teacher workforce 

shortage. The article highlights different strategies that state agencies, school districts, and 

community-based organizations are utilizing in order to encourage educators to facilitate 

classes and afterschool programming. 

Youth Development 

Supporting LGBTQIA Youth Amidst the Pandemic 

 

EducationWeek has shared an article on several topics LGBTQIA students are worrying about 

during the pandemic. This article could help to focus support services to youth that are part of 

this diverse community throughout programming. 

  

Anti-Discrimination Resources for Program Providers 

  

Nickelodeon has developed anti-discrimination resources for program providers, families, and 

youth to encourage these populations to take action and combat racism and LGBTQIA 

discrimination. The guides allow for tough conversations and help individuals create a safe 

space for discussing these topics. 

Professional Development 

Afterschool as a Teacher Pathway 

  

The Afterschool Alliance has written an article highlighting how afterschool programs can 

support the teacher pathway. The article shares insights from the educator pipeline in 

California, which leverages afterschool professionals and integrates out-of-school time 

providers into school districts. 

  

For an archive of our previously listed Trainings, Events and Webinars, click here. 

 

Opportunities for Providers 

Administration 

Chicago Public Schools Out-of-School Time Partners Office Hours 

  

Chicago Public Schools (CPS) is holding office hours with its out-of-school time (OST) 

partnerships office. These office hours occur between 10:00 a.m. and 11:00 during the 

weekday. 
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Family and Community Partnerships 

  

Nutrition Program Survey Feedback Needed from Families! 

  

The Illinois Commission to End Hunger is working to improve nutrition programs for children 

and youth in Illinois. Participation in this one-hour survey will help to support families in your 

school district! Participants will receive a $50 Visa gift card as reimbursement for their time. 

Please share this information with family members of school-age children. Contact Laura 

O'Carroll, public policy manager at the Greater Chicago Food Depository, 

at locarroll@gcfd.org or (773) 843-2846. 

  

For an archive of our previously listed Opportunities for Providers, click here. 

 

Youth Opportunities 

Youth Development 

Programming Opportunities for City of Chicago Youth 

  

The City of Chicago’s Department of Family and Support Services (DFSS) Youth Services 

Division has three programming opportunities for youth in the City of Chicago. DFSS has issued 

three Request for Proposals (RFPs), shown below, and provided a brief description of each 

opportunity. 

• Chicago Youth Service Corps: This is a year-round program that employs youth ages 16-

24 as local leaders through the creation of paid, service-learning opportunities focused 

on local/civic engagement. Youth participants will earn money in a diverse service corps 

while also building transferable leadership skills for workforce development and 21st 

century skill-building. Applications are due on February 23, 2022, at 12:00 p.m. 

• Summer Youth Employment: This program provides youth employment to young people 

ages 16-24 who reside in Chicago with job placement or specialized training program 

during the summer. Applications are due on February 24, 2022, at 12:00 p.m. 

• Chicagobility: The Department of Family and Support Services (DFSS) Chicagobility 

provides youth ages 14-15 with the opportunity to building their self-discovery and self-

awareness through project-based learning and skill-building experiences. This program 

is for six weeks. Applications are due on February 24, 2022, at 12:00 p.m. 

If you have programmatic questions about any of the three RFPs’ program models, please 
contact Lisa Davis at (312) 743-1287 or email Lisa.Davis@cityofchicago.org. If you have non-
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programmatic questions about any of the three RFPs application process, please contact Julia 

Talbot at (312)-743-1679 or email Julia.Talbot@cityofchicago.org. 

For an archive of our previously listed Youth Opportunities, click here. 

 

Funding Opportunities 

Family and Community Partnerships 

Reimagine Public Safety Act Conveners for Chicago Opportunity 

 

The Illinois Department of Human Services' (IDHS) Office of Firearm Violence Prevention (OFVP) 

is soliciting applications for its Chicago Conveners grant opportunity, funded by the Reimagine 

Public Safety Act. This grant will help to support the eligible community areas. OFVP intends to 

select one Reimagine Convener for each eligible community areas to serve as a liaison between 

the OFVP and the funded direct service providers and communities by facilitating meaningful 

collaborative action planning across various providers representing different disciplines of 

violence prevention, mental health, youth development, etc. that service that community 

area. Applications are due February 23, 2022, at 12:00 p.m. 

  

For an archive of our previously listed Funding Opportunities, click here. 

 

Were you forwarded this email? 

Click Here to Subscribe to the ACT Now Newsletter!  

 

Call for Resources 

Do you have valuable resources, stories, or best practices to share with the afterschool field?  

Please click here to share your resources with ACT Now and we will disseminate them (via our 

newsletter and website) to other providers across the state!  

If you have any questions, please contact Emma Spencer (Youth Development Associate) 

at Spencere@actnowillinois.org 
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NOTE: We sort our trainings and resources by the Core Areas in the Illinois Statewide 

Afterschool Quality Standards to promote better understanding and implementation of the 

Standards. Blue headings denote a Core Area. To learn more about the Quality Standards, 

click here.   
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