
Policy Updates 

State Updates 

Guidance for PreK-12 School-Associated COVID-19 Outbreaks 

  

On October 15, 2021, the Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) announced that the 

agency will be following recommendations from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

(CDC) and adopting the Council of State and Territorial Epidemiologists’ (CSTE) guidance for 
PreK-12 school-associated outbreaks. Previously, CDC defined two cases associated with a 

school as an outbreak. This new guidance defines a school outbreak as either (1) multiple 

cases comprising at least 10% of students, teachers, or staff within a core group or (2) at least 

three cases within a specified core group. A core group means only those individuals who 

were together during an exposure period. For example, this could be limited to a classroom, a 

sports team, before/after school care, performing arts, or other groups and likely does not 

apply to the entire school population. 

  

For a list of previously listed policy updates, click here. 

 

Trainings, Events and Webinars 

Core Area Organization Name of Event/Training Date 
Registration 

Link 

Administration ACT Now 

Creating Space for Staff: 

Strengthening Social and 

Emotional Supports for Staff 

  Recording 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dXIAnkbKr4eCial8NlgZ--5Plr6WaVDgQzWPc0mkq3HVXBIE3MCkykw&c=E,1,jPxf2l0WWZdABvOss8agkUD5phdg98fCGcj1dmfuzO8EIn1XOIUJNxCk_Dpxt-y-cgchS5d385-PsC6Qwl2Z_cTvDKutuD1bi6rF2NBgoujHNlSJbBeU&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dao7Sl2IKOxTVj8559ZAkCGE_NUxc5qXVMZoaQb2GAT1THxbsAxifqg&c=E,1,BLNqFSMjUAnufk9b5glzhY71FP9uKHjmy1zyWFPsQSqDfHHlttilwGbuiQEiya2Mlxt8kHxZVAqIzBMPQ0yUgwsa_wmhoVTnrwvc4bbqjTLC_GFfqIoRTg,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dq8LzO-c48_BK41_Zx1GziLolKKKgKwK2boC4MPQIVhDFqnbhfVKU5w&c=E,1,5dJywYMnZ0ox249_VUbusdAN_mY4h5yGGqwj0f9Jh42wCECDKimAdNf-pjHXqKuAKtiswsO1w66Rh6KpXuTsQNZYSvV1s6_bfJkyyFFhfQ,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dl9dEbIapQT8SKSNxI8OTTivSrOzDGTMGkLvTnKWcKuL-ZKDcP1hlfw&c=E,1,sIkYtDiCKHNiFtLNJTkSHqC23TuWZPrdLOz1GympK4jICL_YvgAMo8l1j6G1HRXn01vR3j5KjDm7xn3j9cbWGhyIMsyjIJV8Sj8RQnPy2gnGQJsN-qWL9FAvdFL5&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3d9L60hchn6WnEwViNjB9tLbjQPDyF_UOMgVsfLnlUuzRZLVYTeGM0gg&c=E,1,t8AIEozgZMa7YX4WySF6OUqsGAFazB2_BE5AWzSJ9opwdIBw_jR-wyrtzFMtKhJ00O5dAf_RKvaN2mRNVRpoFxAxJD70eIqplPvv2qWeyTs,&typo=1


 For an archive of our previously listed Trainings, Events and Webinars, click here. 

 

Resources for Providers 

Administration 

FY21 Illinois Quality Program Self-Assessment (IL-QPSA) Tool Final Report 

 

As the world grappled with the effects and uncertainties of the global Coronavirus (COVID-19) 

Pandemic, the afterschool field leaped into action and quickly met the needs of youth, families, 

and communities across the state of Illinois. Programs pivoted from in-person academic, social, 

and recreational enrichment to remote and hybrid programming that ensured all youth and 

their families had access to food, the internet, and other essential supports. Organizations from 

a variety of community and school-based organizations with variability in funding, collectively 

serving thousands of youth, participated in the strengths-based self-assessment tool, the IL-

ACT Now 

Community Partners Grant 

Prep: Resources for Starting 

Community Schools and Tips 

on Grant Writing! 

  Recording 

Illinois State Board 

of Education  

FY23 Budget Hearing (Virtual) 

October 21, 2021, 

from 1:00 p.m. to 

4:00 p.m. 

Learn More 

ACT Now Tips on Grant Writing 

November 19, 2021, 

from 10:00 a.m. to 

11:00 a.m. 

REGISTER 

Professional 

Development 

American Youth 

Policy 

Forum and Teaching 

for Change 

Teaching for Change: 

Honoring History, Identity, 

and Diversity  

November 17, 2021, 

from 11:00 a.m. to 

12:30 p.m. 

REGISTER 

Youth 

Development 

Afterschool Alliance 

Lights On Afterschool: River 

City Drumbeat 

October 25, 2021, at 

5:00 p.m. 
REGISTER 

ACT Now and Learn 

Fresh 
NBA Math Hoops! 

October 27, 2021, 

from 10:00 a.m. to 

11:30 a.m. 

REGISTER 

National Urban 

League 

Emerging Voices from the 

Pandemic: Students Speak 

Out 

October 28, 2021, at 

1:00 p.m. 
REGISTER 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3d1rxVehOhSb_Roy8VzFZ2z-WIJYNWMzYsDCR38LCcWqCLCktHWj_EcQ&c=E,1,RYkHWsc-1ws059_Weq4PT2tIK_OVgnndAsdeR3AF8kq_P1D-wEBveGpbZNUqyZvkjxOpu4Hqoz2sqSlADMOYGsJT9o_fEnml2Xff_rm6&typo=1
http://actnowillinois.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/FINAL-QPSA-FY21-REPORT.pdf
http://actnowillinois.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/FINAL-QPSA-FY21-REPORT.pdf
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dRddr4v9gFbYN4wJazMzqrLdboOIYAu_tJVdRiilwnYn5avdyXfdAsQ&c=E,1,SYjiIDH51RsG6p6-vzlfMTFpfq4aXaP5c_3H7ENWBarX3-2-bO-stKpa2KBH5ZvAOnc8kOzQ6CYYnHmi-5PCf9f6sUyUa1qQyKAxMZUpBV0-fQ,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dE0Z-frbGg6B9Vu5Zz1Oeh94OFZZcjtE6MGE3FecSP8VuJmfoTIm2zQ&c=E,1,OgihfIJ_-tw1M3suZc6o-EmvUJ4A23zIRfyewDB6274T_y-3JG4fJFdwjT6OuY-4pN2pSBpkSrx4GEA_8txd8IOAOn7hEpjMgF_9OlPBBKAQX5TulSDdjCiD&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dHBCcGogNSqHHl5yuwBdZBtVlrcDXXimYefVty0qdlrmQV9eMqG5LiA&c=E,1,fpQMIR363ybvyxYPTmoxNsBTPujLV6U0f3caS_WsuYw4wjApQP0KsDkk0wPwTnvZ7DSuJQ0_GG3LxiA1J7umqSsWTDhUuiqrBKP2PhgTp8XT0Q,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dHBCcGogNSqHHl5yuwBdZBtVlrcDXXimYefVty0qdlrmQV9eMqG5LiA&c=E,1,fpQMIR363ybvyxYPTmoxNsBTPujLV6U0f3caS_WsuYw4wjApQP0KsDkk0wPwTnvZ7DSuJQ0_GG3LxiA1J7umqSsWTDhUuiqrBKP2PhgTp8XT0Q,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3diwnOzceP1Tbp1rU5noanF0i1ikx8NPsVJ3Lri_FVOLwhn5qP_a86Gw&c=E,1,rSPdbNWlk0F7GsiOZsvJ7REBDkW-DTRkIVScao2SMp5foQirAfjhZaW9p4Ja1fbhnz9qBokmAj75wYz-y7f4DULWvjvJv0dvH-DzyxtKj65Q1ZY,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dqZ_tmvy8yuNCigJx27QGxmcy7neN7Jbw4rSx4dC41ZHZjiJTtr3Exw&c=E,1,ZKfOoVGC9izSEooq8GK9yAD0je5R8J2yJ09LFfI2_II5gaaJFRFBmYhjKXhT4eaV_IZLJ5UrAmJTBQyexC_X5NA5BPijdHEv6NLd_Bwi&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dAWRnROAvX7QoXLUe8ipYtfS7Q6HfxYALbL5EBnzOcjjRCm-bAGy2Kg&c=E,1,6_9ukDIa6OkJ9qfPbJHXLefXadK8vsll_H2GJxaA0UyIYoimnqsKnHt0HJYpRD0M5VQ4MRh6aPkN-DdE6B2LCPVUndwJiMOzXzNjuAPTMjux&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dkSbNEwCC0sEzIBNLit2N-90WqYCZL5FP29NDoCN_xT3G5uljLZJuJg&c=E,1,PCdvK_lxb_W9ENJj9ZXRPiAqWbpQxvmBihTTnX9D0uhALWQtZYEFrCCwFd4MbYC8kvimXk45sWSU8LvBDcNuFL6oeFBL2XNnNPBi0IpEHh7kOCVg-6pl7w,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dkSbNEwCC0sEzIBNLit2N-90WqYCZL5FP29NDoCN_xT3G5uljLZJuJg&c=E,1,PCdvK_lxb_W9ENJj9ZXRPiAqWbpQxvmBihTTnX9D0uhALWQtZYEFrCCwFd4MbYC8kvimXk45sWSU8LvBDcNuFL6oeFBL2XNnNPBi0IpEHh7kOCVg-6pl7w,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dkSbNEwCC0sEzIBNLit2N-90WqYCZL5FP29NDoCN_xT3G5uljLZJuJg&c=E,1,PCdvK_lxb_W9ENJj9ZXRPiAqWbpQxvmBihTTnX9D0uhALWQtZYEFrCCwFd4MbYC8kvimXk45sWSU8LvBDcNuFL6oeFBL2XNnNPBi0IpEHh7kOCVg-6pl7w,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dE6frjQJxgzEqz1421C5gxvwJqSd21cIqIL2Wgw2M7_5ys9U5zUhcMA&c=E,1,qr-5g89_kCX6SekWYPbYHVtqlA3FluQ6i69R_CT7NHfw6kJ3X-qvPZsgWK6lUlBb1rMMf8yPhWYOI2k_0idM96vCbtu5T7MQm0B316QVicn68-k,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dE6frjQJxgzEqz1421C5gxvwJqSd21cIqIL2Wgw2M7_5ys9U5zUhcMA&c=E,1,qr-5g89_kCX6SekWYPbYHVtqlA3FluQ6i69R_CT7NHfw6kJ3X-qvPZsgWK6lUlBb1rMMf8yPhWYOI2k_0idM96vCbtu5T7MQm0B316QVicn68-k,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dCzieR0fxmWcwYoFDZxzEMWTof5rvBR3fJOdqfLeNvu4yKQrAmM0syQ&c=E,1,sJAOR0g7fX8NFKK9W_RLK_tqenAEzxJp5IFckFyUDvtb_NO7djjmKxcwlJ52Ldfj-wFfKmZbS7FttVjSxvtyh0Z2HBRrRiWVx8CaHsMLPsmvfqG56gi-&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3diBqhbve8GnUqhxcXhcFUA0i_1WOq9KmdoA3iI4vPb2L-0uRU0UPddQ&c=E,1,DBZKkQ_W_kjlWUHCeTdWfczbw7g5W0FRhP4aj8KduH_HzJ-7kqQIrTqjOqqf9rZ5SIAJR7ZGxdvgOpNO3IB1iFcuRhwKW4PeBrVcldXsynfUMXImew,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dJiqQILLFpXVLKsyV5ard4sU-jF8_2Kvra6nTiXf3uWdxvegQkaKfrw&c=E,1,j_u5bD5lR8tNVk9onZRstBIeAddzqSQX4U8aiEHycR9jrL1EVyyIGXMy69wQSH6F4amz6hVxi1enCHa2gGdi9fwueS_QKtzxCCgQBy-hlexA8Au1ttj4mQw,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dLTnSpNvM_ObFOLVNKItXy-GeNaqnFD7vTiKQ6Nf5gXIUq1GencayWA&c=E,1,u7ExBPuqZUO7ppBnse_UC6rk58MjMXRAXdkSmkDbdMm6ivucemJvIVYiNm-PEPLf9ieGG9dCKqEjedhaqCspYp2LHKChMCMMJNZvrl49xoeX8Q,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3du1iiVKoE6I87_3PXHjB778fqTCLXh_IZ7_xgFbmSV6Db_DFDH6Ku_w&c=E,1,rtBbkyZjEYh_iLuTSViHnZ9bE5LCTMp4qfHMKcMcrcHio3rPvv0QTUk-4KKGFIYOlE7DRR7fhBCfDiaTkwl5MWh6_hqm4RMxA5CvSZcG49O042mXFPFUDc9sP9Yi&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3du1iiVKoE6I87_3PXHjB778fqTCLXh_IZ7_xgFbmSV6Db_DFDH6Ku_w&c=E,1,rtBbkyZjEYh_iLuTSViHnZ9bE5LCTMp4qfHMKcMcrcHio3rPvv0QTUk-4KKGFIYOlE7DRR7fhBCfDiaTkwl5MWh6_hqm4RMxA5CvSZcG49O042mXFPFUDc9sP9Yi&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dsV_mpa9PI0EBxzea46Os5IFbAH4MzBbwNtOVNAOSKBEIEwvLm6M26A&c=E,1,dEcpU-1BhwQiDnsmbIqRloTVrpRKB_ZrJgvCindNhXlLF6soEwA_RI2DXQpJ7pMKW90wucxABuowC0i3V7aH2NPpJXg2KvNnO5df4z2uhHNo&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3du14zGEl2bylgFCmdPQ3dRVvI5unpmFQAeZKETqT3XxxUeuMYmo3TSg&c=E,1,lh04MMjXjhlPnXYblL9wGnypDrIzmAQyNO1ob554qgnklY1-6Z-Jk1NignGxRk_D8-ceXjZb-1n8fcb2e8WvQyM0H6YDdMfTj7Tq58bu3XeO&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3du14zGEl2bylgFCmdPQ3dRVvI5unpmFQAeZKETqT3XxxUeuMYmo3TSg&c=E,1,lh04MMjXjhlPnXYblL9wGnypDrIzmAQyNO1ob554qgnklY1-6Z-Jk1NignGxRk_D8-ceXjZb-1n8fcb2e8WvQyM0H6YDdMfTj7Tq58bu3XeO&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dcZC6OymdX6YCkh1B7Fsupd22RoGj10VxoTOwS7EpcAa-tPLv18J1xQ&c=E,1,SxZP0rYCpHQfYWS4N8iVbpprFYhQ8OJexzYd1d1Ir0DXJTQzXq8jmWllPPK0bDbmUjIkNE4Yl1SLmRZF90Zt0gtHejhwRHAq0IU1QueaNOQdLr-meg,,&typo=1


QPSA, throughout 2020-2021. This is a report that captures the process, data collection, and 

lessons learned during that time. 

 

Resources on Ensuring Equity is Centered in Programming 

 

The National Center on Afterschool and Summer Enrichment (NCASE) has compiled and 

developed a variety of resources for program providers to utilize to ensure equity in program 

practices and facilitation of services. 

 Tips for School-Age Child Care Providers: Strategies for creating safe and welcoming 

spaces for school-age youth. 

 Tips for Parents and Caregivers: Suggested activities to encourage families and 

caregivers to reflect on the things they already do with their children to help them learn 

and practice equity. 

America After 3PM Brief on Children with Special Needs or Disabilities 

The Afterschool Alliance has recently released a new America After 3PM brief on the 

experiences of youth with special needs and disabilities in afterschool programs. The short 

report also highlights the opportunities available to children in programs, qualities their parents 

care most about in afterschool programs, and areas of improvement for the afterschool field to 

reach all youth with special needs or disabilities. 

COVID-19 Learning Gap and Identified Youth Needs 

The American Youth Policy Forum (AYPF) has published a blog post highlighting the impact on 

student learning during the COVID-19 pandemic. It specifically calls out the mental health crisis 

in young people and provides an explanation for why it's critical that program providers, school 

districts, and families implement social-emotional learning strategies in programming and 

everyday life. 

Youth Development 

Lights On Afterschool Light Bulb Challenge! 

The Afterschool Alliance is encouraging program providers and youth across the United States 

to participate in the Light Bulb challenge this year! On October 28, 2021, join in on the fun and 

share photos of your celebration on social media utilizing three different photo 

templates. Don't forget to tag your elected officials, partners, and community members in your 

content! 

MY SO - High-Quality STEM Program for Youth 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3djB9pqz7RP_rGTXBiGYnRYkHxdnf168nBZ8f4k4jy6A-rx5WVd9TbBw&c=E,1,RZ-Ng3ORaVUCA_FFH5gPiWC-6XDS5V8SMi88Dop5nD2SaFW5m1gbdtixaZF-RUkDXspbhDTBZBpIurcb3s-Asn0apVc2S7Czz9oBKKTP&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dJ3zRUtMEMJO1jZA7rGzefSl0W4hGOXOyXwnhqHmfRLazxzMrnLUF_g&c=E,1,c9lkehUEgnHAuP7kZa1rgB2FEulIuuv14ZFzlLoo2VcNe3VuXAoN54GgvWlbwhoi3i9UJ7zxo-4S2y1FavkPS1Evbdlz7pijMGEyeCFd5BrYPzfTiGyd&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dP8Ux6wSjsGgK6LUmgc0Ki2pZGW9qhJOZVOD9LjjzwkenKu79LXKyoQ&c=E,1,pxB5UdaEhXKPB1ElzROhLQw24BP1PAzVmBWHEfCAawhB37k9DtNahykOllgx-8Zr92Ac7mQwMJ0ZZYcpJvXXXWU6xsk7sUXB8Pj1hu3mCtghCx5m5Kg-zF76ykLH&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3du81ZzmGBEwtmHYhKxxWD7kMKV4-jlwJue0kRogLR5XHde1gFpwR6ew&c=E,1,LFQZA2idVjdxqRCAVhJBn0hAujzv-UvJfNjihJOh6QOX2YHNdyNwa3faPhgNa5MutxHhrY20EbhaTYPu1N5nuSdcpxjjMqwmgDp9X3CorosVzEY84ak,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dT0Q_ktFHcuGYY91xN-31N_zsmIkUaT7JHFOp9aAZTXIJMmokFowrsA&c=E,1,YmI65iy-A6w6Wy5_SU1q_ohY9nSecTSuGKWaURufD337PTcII_amK9xiFfaJTUpzOhK0aLCE1QmJr_RzivUmAdW0gd2CJUU9L6fWHKNTca7jKPKdkkev&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3d69sP61q3wjDtVBEPy979gDwtTjzcgawIdq0t85k1ovNjCfNxjDzTwQ&c=E,1,h3XSo2l5wAbQnjmAivfIw6dYfxO9i5Gndd_LpsWE6VBYt6dtLv0E89PNJBKdP5Pm3RY5lcIH1KzMHSA774Ir0VY24PLYFuRn6MNRTeA9YUdAxbIrQmcQyBY,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3d2XWAmQ9-Je7a2_X09B6bgzbAXSlf2gJUZVnbtgmpPVIHAYRD_oQSXQ&c=E,1,YLH72VlbwgJ4tEwN39-n-24n0X8xDeF2g0fCe_GhhsRw-qe01oQl2xiofwhfkxM7IiuAzvQ-c9Hiz0Gz--GCW0JHbfZrzwDFVfssBQWFl4fWouAu9XqHlubr&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dl5nE5JnvCEyxP4YWleLsE1rFwvPWJ7MjbbZyMaQ8GMU0RYiJelGClQ&c=E,1,1Kt8SmdacCu0CaTob2KshyrTinZS23bv2l2NLEN5W8soIibyU-ramvRS-06F-yxI9Zq5yXusS1jfE-EkJ-I2wUDWS0JtIWJpsEyx2MNepg,,&typo=1
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Science Olympiad (SO) is launching its MY SO program for the second year! This FREE STEM 

program is available to all students and educators - at home, in the classroom, after school, or 

on a Science Olympiad team. Each month, youth will dive into a different STEM topic - like 

Epidemiology - with a lesson plan that's aligned to the Next Generation Science Standards 

(NGSS), a career connection video featuring a STEM professional, and an optional national 

online test. Science Olympiad has also created the MY SO 101 Guide to support teachers, 

afterschool providers, principals, and families in providing high-quality STEM opportunities. 

Family and Community Partnerships 

Resources for Celebrating LGBTQ History Month 

ShareMyLesson has compiled a variety of resources for providers and educators to use in 

celebrating LGBTQ History Month and elevating the contributions of this diverse community 

throughout the year as well. 

Safety, Health, and Nutrition 

Community Flu and COVID-19 Clinics in Chicago 

The Chicago Department of Public Health (CDPH) is hosting over 50 free recurring flu clinics at 

large locations across the City, such as Chicago’s City Colleges, one-time clinics in high-risk 

communities, and various smaller clinics. Check out the Flu and COVID-19 vaccine schedule 

below to locate a clinic near you. *Pfizer booster shots will ONLY be available at Family 

Flu/COVID clinics. These locations may vary. Please click here to see booster shot eligibility. 

For an archive of our previously listed Trainings, Events and Webinars, click here. 

 

Opportunities for Providers 

Administration 

ACT Now Constituent Equity Survey 

 

ACT Now is now in the process of developing a comprehensive organizational equity strategy. 

Your participation in this initiative is deeply appreciated and important to our evolution as a 

coalition. You’re invited to take part in a survey that is designed to help ACT Now understand 

our organizational capacity and opportunities for growth through the lens of program 

providers, funders, and diverse coalition members. The survey will take approximately 15 

minutes to complete and is due by Thursday, November 4, 2021. The survey is administered 
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by Thrive Paradigm and they will uphold the confidentiality of participants. Identifying 

information will not be shared with ACT Now staff nor coalition members. Our goal is to have 

every member participate as survey findings will inform the baseline equity report for the 

Coalition. 

  

For an archive of our previously listed Opportunities for Providers, click here. 

 

Youth Opportunities 

Youth Development 

Design Input for Mental Health Support Program 

 

The City of Chicago is seeking youth input and submissions for the design of the Crisis, 

Assistance, Respond, and Engagement (C.A.R.E) program logo by November 5, 2021. The 

C.A.R.E program will allow 911 dispatchers to send mental health professionals to respond to 

mental health crises either in support of or instead of the Chicago Police Department 

(CPD). There is also a youth focus group that will meet on October 20, 2021, at 5:00 p.m. 

  

For an archive of our previously listed Youth Opportunities, click here. 

 

Funding Opportunities 

Family and Community Partnerships  

Grant Opportunity for Equity Initiatives 

  

The Draper Richards Kaplan (DRK) Foundation accepts grant applications year round from 

community-based organizations dedicated to finding solutions to the injustices, inequities, and 

lack of resources and opportunity for historically underserved and underrepresented 

populations. 

  

For an archive of our previously listed Funding Opportunities, click here. 

 

Were you forwarded this email? 

Click Here to Subscribe to the ACT Now Newsletter!  
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Call for Resources 

Do you have valuable resources, stories, or best practices to share with the afterschool field?  

Please click here to share your resources with ACT Now and we will disseminate them (via our 

newsletter and website) to other providers across the state!  

If you have any questions, please contact Emma Spencer (Youth Development Associate) 

at Spencere@actnowillinois.org 

NOTE: We sort our trainings and resources by the Core Areas in the Illinois Statewide 

Afterschool Quality Standards to promote better understanding and implementation of the 

Standards. Blue headings denote a Core Area. To learn more about the Quality Standards, 

click here.   
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