
 

Policy Updates 

State Updates 

Updated In-Person Learning Guidance 

Effective September 21, 2022, the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) announced that all 

schools must continue to provide fully in-person learning for all school days, provided that 

remote instruction: is available for individual students who are excluded from school consistent 

with guidance from the Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) or a local public health 

department, and is available for students whose entire classroom or entire school is being 

conducted virtually after consultation with a local public health department. 

For an archive of previously listed policy updates, click here. 

 

Trainings, Events and Webinars 

To register for all upcoming ACT Now trainings, please sign up for the ACT Now 

Center for Afterschool Learning (ANCAL). ANCAL is an online learning and training 

platform that is FREE for all Illinois afterschool and OST professionals. Within this 

new online learning system, you will be able to access a full list of all of our 

professional development opportunities!  
 

 

Core Area Organization Name of Event/Training Date 
Registration 

Link 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3deDBk7tfUuL4Hs8vIoWaGgLmrPlcIAZQl4efuT38IFEWSp6f7-JaE3A&c=E,1,8q38-_Z2tzCKXvkPLbU2D4NqTK5A4svcFKc3YgrS6PsIqbqM2LFYk5bMR8axgFZjVyXeDTF3rmlcv5dl6D5vpR9qSLXfrPUOG94GbRbhDQ,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dhEHKufyAJjsrNpaDUwES1o2XcTHOtoPi0T0ixHaOxk3dr7JbL_7cdg&c=E,1,1zVk_GgNarGCAo-0cCoHHomvt6kHq2CHTsJOvICFkD-oEsZR9OivyL_qGdglltlcqsWC1gLbDE2yP773bBL6qSv6P8tCHeNulya9GBXktL9U6Q,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3d1eY8zw2ptXlDxp04til2_jrREYGiL48IEousd3aFrDCmi9KR05i97w&c=E,1,SSIkgLTmgq8lE6kTUj2dy20XiU84cOLw7zO-Xbu3SvZqIjU0PE1csd6MRNoFkCi4WbHWt3c_IR5hH0CQWHCG2wlml1wbIXJ2l9v30hmUaBDvc6vnMQPYAOjTgc4,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dzthWDPC92N4Z7A3L5nYxdGS75SQPjv0O6LOcWoBU7TKtgJpWwzfF7A&c=E,1,IYBP4lyVJeri3PmMkLoaJ2SH5Ajjg0bWbEriu8MfVQIrcIDYL3RTtjXSw6tZP-4F3VTTbc-oF2S16CpG8mXfax3I7jqh-ShqWK7BQrJktyfVu5BRynsjoQLx&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dq61McyWuUekX3Hy8SRoRmSncbl8yJqS67xCZZN9DqU5a-rj356pFfQ&c=E,1,xhaqbMgMH-4DUDbopR16IY4iH-o3_TIg40hshW3jlfliFZfoTI2NrROmWrwmPDY6YLlPBWMGg-firJnhGGIh5zKRqDNfWEkYdpYx02WEF18,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dq61McyWuUekX3Hy8SRoRmSncbl8yJqS67xCZZN9DqU5a-rj356pFfQ&c=E,1,xhaqbMgMH-4DUDbopR16IY4iH-o3_TIg40hshW3jlfliFZfoTI2NrROmWrwmPDY6YLlPBWMGg-firJnhGGIh5zKRqDNfWEkYdpYx02WEF18,&typo=1


Safety, 

Health, and 

Nutrition 

ACT Now 

SEL Webinar #1: Youth and 

Self 

October 26, 2022, 

from 10:00 a.m to 

11:00 a.m. 

REGISTER 

 ACT Now 

Illinois Quality Program Self-

Assessment Tool: New 

User Webinar #1 

October 11, 2022, 

from 10:00 a.m. to 

11:00 a.m 

REGISTER 

 National CACFP Sponsors 

Association 
Saturday Summit 2022 

October 15, 2022, 

from 12:00 p.m. to 

4:50 p.m.  

REGISTER 

*There is a 

fee for this 

event  

Professional 

Development 

ACT Now  

Community Schools 

Statewide Q1 Convening: 

The Extended Learning Day 

This convening has 

been postponed to 

October 12, 2022, 

from 10:00 a.m. to 

12:00 p.m. 

REGISTER  

 ACT Now 

 ACT Now Quality Standards 

101 Training 

November 2, 2022, 

from 10:00 a.m. to 

11:00 a.m. 

 REGISTER 

 Forefront  

Queer & Trans Leadership 

and the Fight 

for LGBTQ Migrant Rights 

October 5, 2022 at 

11:00 a.m. from 

12:00 p.m.  

REGISTER 

Forefront  

Essentials of Policy Advocacy 

for Grantmakers 

October 6, 2022 from 

12:00 p.m. to 4:00 

p.m. 

October 7, 2022 from 

12:00 p.m. to 4:00 

p.m. 

REGISTER  

*There is a 

fee for this 

event 

ACRES  Asking Purposeful Questions  

October 19, 2022 

from 10:00 a.m. to 

12:00 p.m. 

November 2, 

2022  from 10:00 

a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

November 16, 

2022  from 10:00 

a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

REGISTER 

Youth 

Development 
ACT Now 

October Membership 

Exchange: Lights 

On Afterschool 2022 

October 4, 2022, 

from 10:00 a.m. to 

11:00 a.m. 

REGISTER 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dFYU3zFerFKVd8ZOeKy_eTLomWuT3EEBPoyFORFrjIHIAA8VywPiffg&c=E,1,9ez-cS254ApjWkx7Ad5t6B7xH-UPV3K7h3C3KJ6CgQBY7D4yONJCYZ0TlweVbIDe7oxpb7Q5rcqirG4FRhTWe42jIVDsk1H9j0EJbsIWBANi6o8,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3d1TAlRXNnKg54oXzrmh-L_Bu5bperDnKwNppMizS98YpfTQ6iqDO6tA&c=E,1,W0br1FJBacLCJ-v7HK_c0UTO5UyAgPVCHDwtnVfP0USvkcdjpWm026_8VtLxGpzf4eUkd1e-pDaeZ6hGALeQQbvHRBLiZ_oBlmTQ4LQBiPbS4Plz16JRXEWHMp6L&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3d86DKU9RCJtjmKgO43n9DvlPUvxJM4jtPFqviLqlgS9100jpKe0TlMA&c=E,1,4C2Dui4qDBmEqf2L_np8W4TsJmkS5Y3EB4cMqT-a3P6lJJSq97m8xofX5tyNexTmISb0prQIbnYTOJj-iZtmIBMOjqKvXhIcEWBxsM0gyaBckn7K1msoajlorw,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dTWYtSg_PoQ4LM7DJrJFzLFovJETlEeOG5Zdjh9hGZTUTMpn7adpEUA&c=E,1,rVtLhZy1bOrR9B5EHxQMHi0ahaxW_luYiKpoah0TTMRD0neTCgVDJEshtWj5XdaOJuBhd_r3mO-O9tiyxsJg-HPHaRdPdtzAhUKBRda6OBJZWjvHqQ,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dJ5IPYbIlS9rFN4w5lu-n3Mvc-euhu3aTkWIkzay0E_DVzl4SexQhQQ&c=E,1,xWWWm3tJScLiNf0BkmxlvjUWHvvlNVSlSlt7G-Z-OWU6rwSZFSbRvvaBbyqaxVatxcvv_58zhBH6SZbGC6t4R5nbNVE9ShaIH2RRJl_E9Q,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dJ5IPYbIlS9rFN4w5lu-n3Mvc-euhu3aTkWIkzay0E_DVzl4SexQhQQ&c=E,1,xWWWm3tJScLiNf0BkmxlvjUWHvvlNVSlSlt7G-Z-OWU6rwSZFSbRvvaBbyqaxVatxcvv_58zhBH6SZbGC6t4R5nbNVE9ShaIH2RRJl_E9Q,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dyVa_myWZBljppUYN9qYBA9AJjFha-79iGbR7-mnNinBv9SSoglwdfw&c=E,1,5TVBozXQ2-romShzdVw6xvjcX-JOBwXPMtrM61Q0VrU_qfkizpgIDgD1WwqUa3tCEehrYDtGqD2TQ-13c3tsr5_cyI7tO64kxaMEGz1jLEfu_N4,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dGUiaI0a3EBFbmU0fujX1Vt2_y9zs9O8pEcFUx0ZmfHVTa2pTISpc9g&c=E,1,7jZrbVQe21J1FAEeU0mmFoKkU-UNbaeAsNLaezsh3tFenz2dpETF1ZChX9Ko7HR17OinQ96Odi5ZdynUKdivIB93xL7bVCUhhT43rqQ1dYhMG9aRgR4Nm9E,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dJ_0NkzN-vIT8OEBSazDAYux6b9FhJ9fuN6sNr1sBeEKwBBQfIEjrDA&c=E,1,XoLjXvvAgWpueDpabYffXXa1ZTUUka36EEL-DWf0YzhjmvqeuUyZsbLpzP25sEEeogFrYMsp3lLqLNt92BSqXWIBvFTR1kwWyV4Ql6jl_0lrxw,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dIM9tNSy9Ykp9gZjbsmt3tCFD_QeLDierehQjujfZ5EKVhmkeRLIFmw&c=E,1,xqPOI9-UjfznjNwmoLj0XzypXDoATGw9VGr8-d5UA0iHbeO1QEX5rmHT-z_G1mOai2DXSctlp9d8gFn9Ikw1yQrhubFS19ARrsdgEa8g_X4DxSsd00PKnHaKqg,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dUDga54TGpnKJgNyudRo4jq64yWR318mmoINRo3YFrsRCZ6Fx6EYgDg&c=E,1,7qWtsTA0VonDKAy3sfuqwP-OoFjfMGMOgakFI5ubbrB68igFMbrLtPcGAP6s1RgzPY4mUmnjngILWaGnX5_A2BizVDdPPg3ZOHMuEKAs9Tc,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dcxw_kOz7FCLTv1NZQ1a6K8QuhQoojU3c6_VPD4XXbtoKNIsICq42Og&c=E,1,ZhbzQYPez4Vevnz8FtX3VjLd4f7K8YVmgOLg1BBU1FHBsHF3elvz97N1XE9AFDgHunY2eW-kTHdvIdw186EkiARyRri9GFc_GLsD7VVS4M7BtmY6P8mW71AUnRA,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dl73wBbQvnuJZ8LseoMybbuDE2hPDvddQa526kProsPLXoYtEePkzqQ&c=E,1,uTOYg1WZ8SF1BUGfGHzqUTVQd75UPiE3WUp0q6NFLY-9mfejH6_5-NhwdJEqUx8c8qXZm00bKChHuZavsEXZKD6YmgNvlcxXOlIG8SvRNEok9lsp22YOofIQew,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dhLUeNcPMx8WO62M30AuBku4oxr0vIgfpd4_R8FE7oICoGmc-KmitiA&c=E,1,jMmhsCylrIh0aBkSB19id8y_ZH7QKYll5VtGoxInmH-vKXgkWlVNAqSd9atn2bgtB9Lgp0wqOiLqz1nZWYT4mN-SSuO787Vqd7nT6lWizZf43m_jTg,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dyizfyGWYWYs6zEpN-KhdnJU7Y_E1d4peIUZMOcYY2ygKRVDPtGVG3Q&c=E,1,J59xUz7445CX0xxwKMiauuS6IRyHYSQrmDLI7YMW06NMvLur2cp2NwzPjJn4DPuRAx53O5DD5Dyzi92p6YmQUO53x45E8QZjuXPcn1rO1ru2F5oGVtkB&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dOA7XG84d_h9lEIrpZS0UHu_2NnrTMAO1O1O981RMcNkJOhftg4NLDw&c=E,1,HoE2eS5hZfYjVZInk48RJBWKmvFgWbgp4dr7ZACzzvfZCnYAF33mbI8bOZnsh5gXr1OziA8E4uuAU-Yw5A9hNuqb7cY1ejIvyCa_CigFb48GkrkIGQ,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3ddvteT4w2undNQ5BYLjsVR20NVrWCaI2VkuVXv8HcbVo6PqhX_zR1hw&c=E,1,ePK7cmpM9yaXNR1_SljUaDiMQVdOFfKRbCBWsshSi0ofy-bJgIHhMONq-gkE-6GawoWLabRfoUKnd0La4FY7h3ev5K55Umjh0_4weNLtswBUtHYPYJFExl4,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3daxefkdqmDQEXC-4Svf-DLdlt44fGu7qchjk_Y9E_KjH3YLJm8FL5IQ&c=E,1,xtuJo7IanOtu2bnwlbALixVpCajhp0gF02D_fo2TuCtWFBiA1a72TChFHEuLXYKnjzzFefhq4al1tVDfQZJ6uTj_ZnU5gkzpIagEmHQST7U34ndp&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dqb20Vlu7OMYwWzQ1YAXvIm-bIjMzzpyizbhC82aSfPx4_MaSAjn9MQ&c=E,1,fNJ_1BGLralNCcl7G1Y7zk6vjDrS1tpYXyVl26eQNpCRqzm-Avd-CPmYtKLBi2F4gonXRTO2WJRFB-XzygST2n41adql5YSUbJ1fEJLyr_atnfvej1gs&typo=1


Afterschool Alliance  Lights On Afterschool 2022! 
October 20, 2022 

(ALL DAY) 

Register 

YOUR EVENT 

Illinois Afterschool Network  

 23rd Annual Lights 

On Afterschool Celebration 

October 20, 2022, 

from 10:00 a.m. to 

1:00 a.m.  

 REGISTER 

Family and 

Community 

Partnerships  

AMLE 

Enhancing School 

Community Building with 

Out of School Solutions 

October 11, 2022, 

from 5:30 p.m. to 

6:30 p.m.  

REGISTER 

For an archive of our previously listed Trainings, Events and Webinars, click here. 

 

Resources for Providers 

Administration 

The State of Afterschool Programs Report Takeaways 

The EdWeek Research Center recently produced The State of After-School Programs: 

Programming Results of a National Survey On Programming During a Pandemic. The report 

shares the results of the survey, which asked principals and afterschool employees about the 

types of activities that programs provide, effects of pandemic-related changes, and staffing 

challenges. The National Afterschool Association laid out the key takeaways from the report. 

The key points were that access to afterschool programs is not universal, there needs to be 

more focus on social and emotional learning, and challenges with staffing could impact access 

to afterschool programs.   

The Impact of School Staffing Shortages 

On September 27, 2022, Education Week published an article explaining that schools are 

struggling to fill critical positions, specifically math and special education roles. Results from 

a federal survey found that 60 percent of principals surveyed said they are struggling to fill non 

teaching positions, and 48 percent reported hiring teachers has been a challenge. The article 

also highlighted that for schools serving majority high poverty students and students of color, 

filling vacant roles is even more challenging.  

Using COVID-19 Aid to Give Jobs to Students  

An article published by Chalkbeat outlined how schools across the country are getting creative 

with how they spend their COVID-19 aid by using it to provide students with paid jobs.  These 

schools are giving students the opportunity to work as tutors, intern for businesses, and more. 

By paying students for these jobs, they are able to gain new experiences and get paid for their 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dwM3MiWAUi8w_gIvR17pbKmjfNQcUtIfk5dGnpGJuDiGepISGfvtcYA&c=E,1,Q2FvgUggiFCJ5MOCxZshUDiLj9zJHURaMr1dwB9fjMN9WRq67OtKWSyjcMhR6k8tCpY666knpJHOzz-BkAGaCxBiRD1wRD1Ia8WfzzIMcmsWXIo,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dt_-EHmxEVy4MVu126uzsDEWlofhVQLxABYDViOK2KnjFXNKa5EY3Zw&c=E,1,WKTjF9XCkOxF6ySuqp8TYQ1VjOMrZQzL2zWVJcoFlc3JswjpRIP4zZ3GF2s5CE4W4WR1ULqE80-_w5tdixkMyGM1I3J1PuBZGhfqax5vbZtPI3FXI6uX2TFZ67s,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dt_-EHmxEVy4MVu126uzsDEWlofhVQLxABYDViOK2KnjFXNKa5EY3Zw&c=E,1,WKTjF9XCkOxF6ySuqp8TYQ1VjOMrZQzL2zWVJcoFlc3JswjpRIP4zZ3GF2s5CE4W4WR1ULqE80-_w5tdixkMyGM1I3J1PuBZGhfqax5vbZtPI3FXI6uX2TFZ67s,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dXhgXSrkNDMKpPIbjjwDPX9spQwD_j4lbqTAqu-JUxyCYpkjg_tJl-A&c=E,1,COfzSQ7b7aPwg1EIYq_z2Gx2XdMY0p4AkNY0Rm-d2d_M1VR1fnkEWAKlMcsKjzupUujx_uS0w46y3P8CPxX06nPtZVD1FLVxKaEMzUDWVA,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dhUDYIsufqb3fYV_z9cEdXDB_i4AxQM2Vzwc4w_7Tr5V3jnG0bD45Xg&c=E,1,TjaeNsfpeGvNcaMpLAzP3xVigCxnDSLWb_S0Ea4gwqYLj2Yd7vYthNvqao93hRzcQFPIPB4R0TTYtgtPkotEcqIwkyhHaiRJtiXtqSX0txGNCaG2JRM6uusq&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dUaFb4ufLh_FNGdrHc8yaqW-O4f4zM6E0_Tb3kSDJdQZBHtkA8wFSKQ&c=E,1,XBprw5Z9k4QkVkWK_DLqPSY3GxxUNtS5rQAu-oEyqNuIGDPVc-xv2B7TAufFSLZVtZvzfO_2mwIZaQYKW8j2BrUkkh1bn-wDGB3Th9sO&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3d-neeMHKcngYKBbzS_KSYyIFZVlwwbLPY7sgS7nbeTeiT0vaAEe7pKw&c=E,1,NkfOJ_nzZXnqUpcdAbFNq4jqtBPfaCHzr6UCqP4K3QrHnRlG0bB8KAgODsXZm9EHA9vlnn-RbldDtIqm_L0NdtEqBgVyvkGOT8YgC3Y7O35ocYRVNOQwIGSO&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dx3TxIiVKcoSx2w_KsD7_-9Jt3wsxVifXn63tRQom3ATMrnuYc1trAQ&c=E,1,XvaSP1LWe_5I1i6eBxY-v8QLrhXaUxLid6WOPBTQiAe1CmZz8wLHtlCRWajwerFgomCfQd96Ea9lKGgN07p4CT8K40PfdmhL2YOE76-wRq6LnOMlzgmLckg,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dANqOyE4hhOCdqI9hXNNOvu2E7P7WleB0d4pfnH8Wf8U9sDXa_fITkQ&c=E,1,uRyEE1SwPgB1NyO2hEpRkWFSBgEREpHxKX56XAA3zHxkkol0QMGVVGJ7ytkaH0Q0fjNTHgHF12fXP5bTbZfVu4ohop7_c8LRn5jbfC4vFGltMqMZXA,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dnGgQtZYe1t8ctIuZwzS7_YqAOb1aiPnYGyiLTLa_2pQbO23F01Gk8g&c=E,1,cQP-f656vDg6xkRpxMPBN9JmKC9qZuYKZb-ixzFqu_vMxrb8tXL2ezPmblmdS01misrDiSv3P919TrYXuWnKtq8-ipK5ayRhdNMNp_D5jv_BdA,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dXd43bP-Ujv_Xuv81YxemWT08Jfqh5z-Cf_noCm0PpFGuJefj48dzdg&c=E,1,7SY8R65p-wjbenO_ixmhElywVg5IICaJDwyeuYVnVJlDh267QoIP706SX02sbNzz3eN4ke4tcFVRCmIVZ8RtHVlfs-wgMzH2JYcHLmPi&typo=1
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skills. This new system also allows students who worked minimum wage jobs late hours, to 

instead have a better balance between school and work. 

Overcoming Chronic Absenteeism 

The Learning Policy Institute published a blog stressing the importance attendance and the 

impact it has on students learning. The article outlined some of the reasons students are not 

attending school such as personal issues or lack of transportation. The blog also highlighted 

different strategies to help more students attended school regularly, starting with moving away 

from a blame mindset.  

Safety, Health, Nutrition  

Creating a Positive Classroom Environment 

 

eschool News outlined four strategies that can help create a positive classroom culture as the 

school year begins. In the wake of the isolation and trauma of the COVID-19 pandemic, mental 

health and behavioral challenges have increased as students continue to process 

unprecedented amounts of stress and anxiety. The four strategies center around creating a 

calming environment, offering opportunities for pause, allowing students to express how they 

feel, and doing a two word check in at the end of the day.  

Youth Development 

X-STEM All Access Video Series  

X-STEM All Access is a free virtual conference series by the USA Science & Engineering 

Festival for middle and high schoolers designed to get students excited about STEM. The 2022 

series will include seven episodes showing the exciting careers of diverse STEM role models. 

The episodes will feature a STEM role model telling their story through a Q&A session with a 

fellow STEM professional. Join the next X-STEM All Access episode featuring NASA Climate 

Scientist Josh Willis! 

For an archive of our previously listed Resources for Providers, click here. 

 

Opportunities for Providers 

Administration 

Lights On Afterschool Panel 
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The Illinois Afterschool Network (IAN) is hosting an event on October 20, 2022, from 10:00 a.m. 

to 11:00 a.m. to celebrate the annual Lights On Afterschool Celebration! IAN will be facilitating 

a panel discussion with leaders in the state. Speakers will share their thoughts on the current 

state of afterschool programs as well as their thoughts on the future of the field in Illinois.  

 

Fostering Student Well-Being Webinar 

  

Hanover Research is hosting a webinar on October 11, 2022, from 3:00 p.m. to 4:00 

p.m. During the webinar you will gain critical insights into assessing needs and gaps in existing 

programming, setting goals and building improvement plans, gaining stakeholder support, and 

evaluating and adjusting programs. 

  
Youth Engineering Solutions (YES) Out of School Field Testing Opportunity 

Dr. Christine Cunningham, and her team at Penn State University, are inviting 22 educators 

across the United State to help develop afterschool engineering curricular materials for youth 

ages nine through 13 Selected educators will be go through asynchronous professional learning, 

will receive all curricular materials, and will be asked for their insights and reflections to 

improve the experience for youth. The deadline to apply is October 15, 2022. 

For an archive of our previously listed Opportunities for Providers, click here. 

 

Youth Opportunities 

Youth Development 

Explore a Career in STEM at the Museum of Science + Industry Chicago 

 

On October 8, 2022, from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., Science Works is hosting an event at the Museum 

of Science and Industry where youth can learn about careers in science, technology, engineering 

and math (STEM) straight from the professionals at their Museum-wide career celebration. Science 

Works will feature speakers, hands-on activities and one-on-one discussions. Youth can discover 

what interesting jobs the STEM fields have to offer and get advice on pursuing a future in STEM. 

 

Celebrate World Space Week at Lincoln Library 

 

To celebrate World Space Week, the Lincoln Library is hosting space themed events on October 

5, 2022! From 3:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m., kids can visit different stations to make space-themed 

lights, art and more. From 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m., teens can make space-themed lights, jewelry 

and more. 
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U.S. Presidential Scholars General Nominations 
 

The U.S. Presidential Scholars Program honors students based on outstanding academics. 

Principals and school counselors can nominate high school seniors graduating between January 

and June of 2023 who might not otherwise be recognized through the SAT/ACT, Arts, Career 

Technical Education (CTE) recognition process. Administrators, counselors, and teachers may 

nominate up to 10 students for consideration. Applications must be submitted 

to presidentialscholars@isbe.net on October 14, 2022, by 4:00 p.m. CST.  

U.S. Presidential Scholars CTE Nominations 

The U.S. Presidential Scholars Program now honors students based on outstanding academics 

and demonstrated ability and accomplishment in the Career Technical Education (CTE) fields. 

Administrators, counselors, and teachers may nominate up to five CTE students per school for 
consideration. The top five nominees from Illinois will be submitted to the U.S. Department of 

Education. All 2023 U.S. Presidential Scholars will be selected by the Commission on 

Presidential Scholars and will receive the Presidential Scholars Medallion at a ceremony in 

Washington, D.C. Applications must be submitted 

to presidentialscholars@isbe.net on October 14, 2022, by 4:00 p.m. CST.  

For an archive of our previously listed Youth Opportunities, click here. 

 

Funding Opportunities 

Administrators  

Chicago Department of Family and Support Services Youth Mentoring RFP 

  

The Chicago Department of Family and Support Services (DFSS) launched the My CHI. My 

Future. Safe Spaces for Youth Request for Proposal (RFP). Safe Spaces for Youth delegates will 

employ youth in 15 communities throughout the year to plan and host events for young people 

where they can gather with other youth in their communities. DFSS is looking to provide 

funding to delegate agencies with experience in managing youth development programming 

and implementing subsidized youth employment programs for young people ages 16-24. 

Applicants must work with youth in at least one of the 15 communities of focus. DFSS is holding 

an info session on October 14, 2022 from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. To register for the info 

session, click here.  Applications are due November 4, 2022.  

  
For an archive of our previously listed Funding Opportunities, click here. 
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Were you forwarded this email? 

Click Here to Subscribe to the ACT Now Newsletter!  

 

Call for Resources 

Do you have valuable resources, stories, or best practices to share with the afterschool field?  

Please click here to share your resources with ACT Now and we will disseminate them (via our 

newsletter and website) to other providers across the state!  

If you have any questions, please contact Emma Spencer (Policy and Communications 

Manager) at Spencere@actnowillinois.org 

NOTE: We sort our trainings and resources by the Core Areas in the Illinois 

Statewide Afterschool Quality Standards to promote better understanding and implementation 

of the Standards. Blue headings denote a Core Area. To learn more about the Quality 

Standards, click here.   
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