NEWSLETTER

ISBE Restores Funding for All 21st CCLC
Grantees!

Dear ACT Now Members,

Yesterday, on August 29, 2022, the lllinois State Board Education (ISBE) announced that the agency would be rolling
back its decision to withhold funding from all 21st Century Community Learning Centers (21st CCLC). As such, we will
not be doing additional advocacy around this situation. ACT Now is incredibly grateful for our partners and the
collaboration we have seen in the field over the past few weeks. We could not have accomplished this result without
you all. We are also appreciative that ISBE heard our concerns and took action. We are hopeful that 21st CCLC
programs are now set up for success for this school year and can focus their efforts on serving students and families
across the state. We look forward to continuing to work with ISBE to provide feedback on grantee needs and
effective monitoring practices.

Sincerely,

VAN

Susan Stanton (Network Lead)

New ACT Now Team Members

ACT Now would like to introduce two of three new staff members to our Coalition! Meet Kasey and Andrew!
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NEW STAFF MEMBER

Kasey Brown

AFTERSCHOOL RESOURCE AND
SUPPORT SPECIALIST

Kasey Brown is excited to join the ACT Now team as an Afterschool Resource and Support Specialist. Throughout her
time in the family services sector, Kasey found a love for community outreach, specifically youth-centered support.
As a former program coordinator for Teen REACH, she is thrilled for the opportunity to use her experience in direct
service to further connect with community members!

Andrew Hitzhusen

Afterschool Resource and Support
Specialist

Andrew Hitzhusen is also excited to join the ACT Now team! After four years in the classroom as a History teacher in
Chicago and the surrounding suburbs, Andrew has seen first hand the incredible benefit of a robust afterschool
program. When he's not working, Andrew is often teaching at an extracurricular arts program in Oak Park or
handwriting letters to friends and family.

Welcome, Kasey and Andrew!



Policy Updates

Federal Updates

President Joseph Biden Announces Student Loan Forgiveness Program

On August 24, 2022, President Joseph Biden announced his "three-part plan delivers on President Biden’s promise to
cancel $10,000 of student debt for low- to middle-income borrowers." This plan aims to support students attain post-
secondary education and strengthen the workforce as many individuals have had to navigate burdensome debt and
other life changing events. The government with forgive up to $20,000 for Pell Grant recipients and up to $10,000 in
student loans for other borrowers. In addition to this debt relief, the White House also announced a final extension
for the federal student loan repayment until December 31, 2022, and a 5% payment cap of a borrower’s monthly
income. For the majority of individuals earning less than $125,000 a year, or the 93% of married couples filing jointly
that make less than $250,000 per year, this debt relief also applies. The White House had developed a website to
help share more information about this program, including eligibility and deadlines for applications.

State Updates

Chicago Public Schools Chief Unveils His Blueprint for Bouncing Back from the Pandemic

On August 24, 2022, Chicago Public Schools (CPS) Chief, Pedro Martinez, shared the school district's new three year
blueprint that promises to improve services for students with disabilities, strengthen career and technical education,
make grading and school admissions fairer, and expand afterschool and summer programming. The first step of the
plan will be to revitalize the district's neighborhood schools, which has been one of Martinez's priorities since he
stepped into the role. School Board members praised the plan, specifically for its efforts to incorporate family and
employee input.

For an archive of previously listed policy updates, click here.

Trainings, Events and Webinars

Core Area Organization Name of Event/Training Date Registration Link

The Scope of Afterschool in
Illinois Tomorrow, from

ACT N 10: .m. 11: REGISTER
ACT Now *Audience: school districts 0:00 a.m. to 00 REGISTER

i .. a.m.
Professional and administrators
Development

September 1, 2022,
from 12:00 p.m. to REGISTER
2:00 p.m.

Quality Standards Training

ACT Now (QST) 101
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Community Schools September 21,
ACT Now Statewide Q1 Convening: The 2022, from 10:00 REGISTER
Extended Learning Day a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
lllinois AfterSchool . .
Network and Girls In.trodl.Jctlon to Partnership  |September 3, 2022, REGISTER
with Girls who Code at 10:00 a.m. -
Who Code
—Inst|tut‘e for Virtual Youth Town Hall: How
Youth Educational Adults Can Help Address September 22,
D | t Leadership and Challenges in the New School 2022, from 5:00 REGISTER
evelopment | he coalition for 8 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
) Year
Community Schools
Safety, .. Community Resilience: September 14,
[llinois AfterSchool . s
Health, and Rebuilding Communities after 2022, from 10:00 REGISTER
Network -
Nutrition - Mass Tragedy a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

For an archive of our previously listed Trainings, Events and Webinars, click here.

Resources for Providers

Administration

New Data on the Impact of COVID-19 on Programs

The Afterschool Alliance recently released more data on the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on afterschool
programs nationwide. The dashboard, and accompanying data, highlights challenges from spring 2022 and also
shares information on the top issues that programs are responding to as they relate to children's needs.

The State of Afterschool Programs: Results of a National Survey on Programming During a Pandemic

To assess the current state of afterschool programs, the EdWeek Research Center conducted a nationally
representative survey of school principals and afterschool employees between May and June of 2022. The survey
examined the types of activities that programs provide, perceptions of pandemic-related changes, and hiring or
retention difficulties.

Youth Development

Teachers Are Struggling to Find Time to Implement SEL



https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3d76KP71sPTbaWhDJvkw5z-KBa283wXT0MhL_AHDmNUYdm2VNHTPbhBA&c=E,1,UBysamBsj9J7CuUDWm0mtz1xfUEaKEnXnDEsWQgeorYBhtwJoardmoowvGuUJ3oxyJYmUn0mDMyehZ4p9U65nUd4v5tFy5cf7_CHRoxkbyhB5hoH9XeZfDeL&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dTMLXIByOcP0-r8WQ6lwNpiR-yW55KC3KEo8i8M_VPN0KCOIhwJr5qQ&c=E,1,oKi7sRxwygAWM6VGKbO3GMBMJOlIavWNtg_Szl4mmQzdHSBeFMyprepAhOMpOP4KN51KHhma96yEiyrk_frz_KH61lE_g4S-sv9v8eDuvXAHAZV2pcieRVvvQ1YR&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3d4o3I2kehXWU8Vet1fkm-_tZbNWTzFSAyUJCHjumFbuOk_BWTlWNsPA&c=E,1,zFzo-pJhiG6n8N26Q13Ixp5Y49bhXJROFDS9yNDm97u-xeliIGK-8M_Jvy_ebdXJXWmBxoLYSf2aafPXm_9S69atdM4q9fVwOFqW8JgIzq8KGeCvoWPu7t-mzgcK&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dYyK79vEvl4K7q4Cc0HuqDSlm3u5lv62fkLecREXeDMwcopEGt94Hag&c=E,1,5q1lSqSJJWlWKqOD3MkFVNJkwTwE4CgUub8Mrzjz7PQGyqDzCLDgwgbT4dHKSQ_xJbygsJ8tW1e6Su5pIC73Bl4yP7IbuyemQbOKEyoVGL96qBxnSpFX_uB5F_58&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dkT0XeZcNo-ytYdRjwrFp7RUVTUeZibwC8B7EHeehXLOzvC4eLHvz8g&c=E,1,Ke-m12a31yFZDvHKfi-XPoaSw9wFtNA5qOXk5XS-pjpcCDZrck_LFJD6_osVTy7Sfz065_4Kk9X7cc7gZ0JEYJwb5TDPUplrFX9dUgpc&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3d17K2EtXtjUKI353JHMNK2FVOCDbDBM86J40G3dr0FnJhOJMsowG83g&c=E,1,CEQ15hgbq37CDrjlgIN1Te6jKB5G3BbpHN6XW5M-CfXBKV0TBhlCPUTrobQjrk9V8J-foBgc7bs1mRhmDjUiE7GQP6YvW5mjmUlXCpuuDhoKWDau&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dRQvLnjJQr_tcko03CDM7BvG5N_mKd0641yZH77jyOlKf6_npBBxmNA&c=E,1,fLEunSD7rscM96QM5T8ZokVpxiXkZsQhDOl-RTBeITPrB58-KstQR_InFaI3SJOI2h5H8NGGVgBpCE7iZFmQw3SivWCW1lxXO4qzjkciK-mFvO_qIh4,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3d6OGQqlzHaZwvYZsB3xuaNHY9njuIkaz1rW7uelIR5KVlFVdEMr6zKw&c=E,1,x4JB7_yugkHyS5zE_WmS__BgNuGrnOI1RZDr3kyeB5pml4ElSeirDb2SlmJg7K9lNqegB6ZtNejLdbWOB7tSPl6M8bpulcBlvH2YqmpL81b-&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3d6yw0eMWkG64x8FsS6ucnAgqCai-aZOOhms0tk5rPZA21-GrfeSY1Kg&c=E,1,Va7DtmBzQKKXa5RHfd3IUZYAR_5C_1UeTvHTAVKWt5N0C8MWSTwVZPx1w9DxM-sjSzX0IOvsZbIu8UHHkqETO8Ji9P_UfZwclAoTiaBAfT-uM9anY8i2&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3d6yw0eMWkG64x8FsS6ucnAgqCai-aZOOhms0tk5rPZA21-GrfeSY1Kg&c=E,1,Va7DtmBzQKKXa5RHfd3IUZYAR_5C_1UeTvHTAVKWt5N0C8MWSTwVZPx1w9DxM-sjSzX0IOvsZbIu8UHHkqETO8Ji9P_UfZwclAoTiaBAfT-uM9anY8i2&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dByh_bceqIwFTvEhvtq6NpRt3PPZy0vLKgda8EXETeVEh5NoAGfJizA&c=E,1,S8454qdRwA8Qkk8pZk-DK-2QfUb8f_TGXukCkNLBs2okk9JS0yu7BmBSuiJCKEWvvv4PfDbFLZkYu2uoZEji5WYy-GnlRdN95khH1K9ZoXMNiLqFhwhv7g3D7g,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dByh_bceqIwFTvEhvtq6NpRt3PPZy0vLKgda8EXETeVEh5NoAGfJizA&c=E,1,S8454qdRwA8Qkk8pZk-DK-2QfUb8f_TGXukCkNLBs2okk9JS0yu7BmBSuiJCKEWvvv4PfDbFLZkYu2uoZEji5WYy-GnlRdN95khH1K9ZoXMNiLqFhwhv7g3D7g,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dgD48yzU1CEVR8eJdUQO0mZp3-IkbMkUH9Og3bTaOONZbrVNq3fUn8w&c=E,1,Q_LvJ2JF0JiYZF0TED0wltM408h9jbA6sviTIg2qu1p705KN9CFezQcE6SVRHNUQzIkMs0LpS9U7NvoUvB8f5kLDfMq1CefG_0priKNxdI-0p2PaUeVH&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dCRaMtTmURLyOKzlxh99whz0N6OP4UP6uJ7XGqhhd5UIet9hWCVb42w&c=E,1,9QzFQfyhPBb65vhkqy2fR1Nm7n_hzzr2-Z-8LdT1Xunz2SaupZwZpPTdzYADK6tB5XpjEwskJJy4iFckgjAAvQHiRuk3BLWB6xgmHF2qbvmQVA,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dCRaMtTmURLyOKzlxh99whz0N6OP4UP6uJ7XGqhhd5UIet9hWCVb42w&c=E,1,9QzFQfyhPBb65vhkqy2fR1Nm7n_hzzr2-Z-8LdT1Xunz2SaupZwZpPTdzYADK6tB5XpjEwskJJy4iFckgjAAvQHiRuk3BLWB6xgmHF2qbvmQVA,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dCRaMtTmURLyOKzlxh99whz0N6OP4UP6uJ7XGqhhd5UIet9hWCVb42w&c=E,1,9QzFQfyhPBb65vhkqy2fR1Nm7n_hzzr2-Z-8LdT1Xunz2SaupZwZpPTdzYADK6tB5XpjEwskJJy4iFckgjAAvQHiRuk3BLWB6xgmHF2qbvmQVA,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3d0IovUMOxevxmyrHgSIoSxpp9PRopMETvBBDBBC5tls2U2xjv1ooamQ&c=E,1,_1iGo2BqJjheRVfY0WosxT3vyIUiVKHzrlv929Tc2lK7xduoR1fT9y14eRegcIdPUr-N9XSSxtl3W8W0mgHJA1jXW47HDT1wb64qXuS7N3A,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3d0IovUMOxevxmyrHgSIoSxpp9PRopMETvBBDBBC5tls2U2xjv1ooamQ&c=E,1,_1iGo2BqJjheRVfY0WosxT3vyIUiVKHzrlv929Tc2lK7xduoR1fT9y14eRegcIdPUr-N9XSSxtl3W8W0mgHJA1jXW47HDT1wb64qXuS7N3A,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dJqO9EMHjnPNiV8NAD_zzy8mc1vfE-dbSyYmsEjchk6HX0-EdnSYMnw&c=E,1,TM57PVIIiQoUeQ79f1WJYtkRDz048jgkgbRm5q84I3tD3bhCkz1cvL7Tq2JKxx7QO_qmd5R4PlhpiYWt-ipaizxN81jTupJCMteAv7fpK8N5AqF_IBI54Jng&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3d9JuXJYCWJdE-PIsjpDutoddnvlK9AkZQjNIcCz9zPXOKyPAIgvLoxA&c=E,1,5yRJgEs9rfb1nARtPa_NeUYptS7VS-IZMEfE2f48qLU0JnOyOGBvouovr-PItBLxGR6GeELcLMb-PZN1d9KrfRffFh5Bfs8OHzsFVhsqs2BL3DdXMvsj2GtWyg,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3d9JuXJYCWJdE-PIsjpDutoddnvlK9AkZQjNIcCz9zPXOKyPAIgvLoxA&c=E,1,5yRJgEs9rfb1nARtPa_NeUYptS7VS-IZMEfE2f48qLU0JnOyOGBvouovr-PItBLxGR6GeELcLMb-PZN1d9KrfRffFh5Bfs8OHzsFVhsqs2BL3DdXMvsj2GtWyg,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dmsw4D-Xm6Ys531KVQAsXGlaZ8bqljOlHNFfuciSkNqOKN65Do-WsKw&c=E,1,4lDuxkHPMnODKuhTLY93RUc0D-tirbF-nZxVUzTnYDjuEkge7A5q8_119X5yY182w85MJacTqp3X08reNt7Yu4PdUPhN8ygxY1XmlcjVbq8v&typo=1

eSchool News published an article about how many teachers do not have the capacity to implement social and
emotional learning (SEL) curricula into their classrooms. The main challenges cited include lack of time to facilitate
SEL activities and little support from school administrators. The article notes how the COVID-19 pandemic has taken
a toll on students' mental health, making SEL more important than ever.

Celebrate National Coding Week

Mark your calendars! Between September 19, 2022, and September 23, 2022, programs, youth, and families will
celebrate National Coding Week. The National AfterSchool Association has compiled a number of resources to help
encourage youth to engage with computer programming and learn about technology.

Safety, Health, and Nutrition

Resources for Afterschool Educators To Support Learning and Well-Being

Education Week has a full library of over 220 reports to use for professional development. Check out some of the
recent reports, below:

e Science of Reading: Where Rhetoric Meets Reality

e Student and Staff Mental Health: Emerging From COVID's Crisis

e Emerging Strategies in Teaching and Learning

e Disrupted Learning: The Hard Task of Getting Students Back on Track

Family and Community Partnerships

U.S. Department of Education Checklist for Back-to-School

Recently, the U.S. Department of Education released a back-to-school checklist for parents and families. This
resource looks to help parents, caregivers, and families engage with local school and district leaders about how they
are supporting students as they recover from the impacts of the pandemic. "This checklist elevates key evidence-
based practices for supporting students’ learning and mental health, and ensuring the safety of students and staff,
which districts are encouraged to implement using American Rescue Plan and other COVID relief funds."

For an archive of our previously listed Trainings, Events and Webinars, click here.

Opportunities for Providers

Administration

Job Opportunities at PIE!
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Plan, Implement, & Evaluate Org (PIE Org) is a Chicago-based, national provider of evaluation, capacity-building, and
strategic planning services. PIE Org is in the process of hiring for two positions:

e Director of Evaluation
e Evaluation Coach

Check out the postings to learn more about the responsibilities of these two roles. Applications are being reviewed
on a rolling basis.

For an archive of our previously listed Opportunities for Providers, click here.

Youth Opportunities

Youth Development

Future Founders Internship Program

Future Founders is offering a paid virtual internship opportunity for students that are interested in developing their
own business ideas and participate in Chicago’s startup community. Applications for the October and November "Be
Your Own Boss Internship" cohorts are officially open! Applications for the October cohort are due September 23,
2022.

For an archive of our previously listed Youth Opportunities, click here.

Funding Opportunities

Youth Development

Laureus USA Funding Opportunity in lllinois

Laureus USA has announced a new funding opportunity for sports-based youth development organizations operating
in the state of lllinois. Total funding available is $4 million and aims to help community-based organizations:

e work on violence prevention and intervention services

e focus on creating access to safe spaces

e continue to build out protective factors for youth through positive relationships
e develop transferrable life skills/competencies in youth through sport
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Applications are due September 19, 2022.

For an archive of our previously listed Funding Opportunities, click here.

Were you forwarded this email?

Click Here to Subscribe to the ACT Now Newsletter!

Call for Resources

Do you have valuable resources, stories, or best practices to share with the afterschool field?

Please click here to share your resources with ACT Now and we will disseminate them (via our newsletter and
website) to other providers across the state!

If you have any questions, please contact Emma Spencer (Policy and Communications Manager)
at Spencere@actnowillinois.org

NOTE: We sort our trainings and resources by the Core Areas in the lllinois Statewide Afterschool Quality Standards
to promote better understanding and implementation of the Standards. Blue headings denote a Core Area. To learn
more about the Quality Standards, click here.

Unsubscribe
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