
 

Summer 2022 Spotlights! 

National Summer Learning Week 2022 (July 11-July 15, 2022) is quickly 
approaching! ACT Now is looking to highlight some of our program providers and share 
successes for the summer! If you are interested in participating, email Jasmin Flores (ACT Now 
Summer 2022 Policy and Communications Intern) at FloresJ@actnowillinois.org. Please attach a 
photo, the name of the staff member or name of the afterschool program, and caption for how 
this individual or program is working to support young people in the community. Submissions 
are due by 10:00 a.m. on July 8, 2022. 

 

Policy Updates 

Federal Updates 

FY23 Budget Update 
 
On June 23, 2022, the U.S. House of Representatives Labor, Health and Human Services, 
Education (LHSS-ED) Appropriations committee approved the FY23 spending bill for the federal 
government. Within the legislation were the following proposed line items that support 
afterschool and summer learning programs: 

• $120 million increase for the 21st CCLC program, for a total of $1.4 billion. 
• $1 billion increase for Child Care and Development Block Grant, for a total of $7.2 

billion. Funding supports school-age afterschool programs as well as child care 
programs. 

• $3 billion increase for ESSA Title I grants to school districts, for a total $20.5 billion. 
Community-based organizations are able to partner with these local education agencies 
(LEAs) to leverage funding for afterschool and summer programming. 
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• $75 million increase for Title IV Part A Student Support and Academic Enrichment 
Grants, for a total of $1.4 billion. These funds can be used for afterschool STEM 
programming, physical activity and more! 

• $393 million increase for Full-Service Community Schools, for a total of $468 million. 

To learn more about more proposed funding for afterschool and summer learning for FY23, 
the Afterschool Alliance has written a blog post. The annual spending process continues 
as Congress has until September 30, 2022, to pass all spending bills or a continuing resolution 
(CR). As the Senate has not yet started the markup process, it is likely, the federal 
government will pass a CR. 
  
Bipartisan Safer Communities Act Proposed 
  
After the events in the past several weeks, Congress proposed the bipartisan Safer 
Communities Act. On June 23, 2022, the Senate passed the legislation and on June 24, 2022, 
the US House of Representatives passed the act. This legislation includes gun safety measures, 
mental health support investments, and school safety provisions that aim to prevent gun 
violence in learning environments for youth. According to the Afterschool Alliance, among the 
youth and school related provisions is $50 million in additional funding to the 21st CCLC grant 
program. The bill now goes to President Biden to be signed into law. 
  
Summer and School Meals Legislation Makes Headway in Congress 
 
At the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, the US Department of Agriculture (USDA) authorized 
several waivers to allow community-based afterschool and summer program providers as well 
as school nutrition programs to provide meals to students even during school closures and 
remote learning. These waivers are set to expire on June 30, 2022. On June 21, 2022, Congress 
released the bipartisan, bicameral Keep Kids Fed Act, which will extend the summer meals 
waiver and provide funding and flexibility for the coming school year to address the increased 
costs of meals, and the transportation and delivery of the items. The Afterschool 
Alliance reports that the Senate passed an amended version of the bill (removing the provision 
that would have allowed reduced price meals to be free next school year), on June 24, 2022, 
and the US House of Representatives followed by passing the legislation. President Biden will 
now sign the act into law. 

State Updates 

Illinois Primary is TODAY! 
  
The Primary election for the State of Illinois is scheduled for TODAY, June 28, 2022. Voters 
looking to find their polling place can access information, here! 
 
Restore. Reinvest. Renew (R3) Grantees Announced 
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On June 23, 2022, the Criminal Justice Information Authority (ICJIA) publicly announced the full 
list of nonprofits and community-based organizations (CBOs) that will receive the second round 
of funding from the Restore. Reinvest. Renew. (R3) Grant Program. Funding for this grant 
program comes from revenue from adult-use cannabis sales and totals $45 million. This funding 
will distributed to 148 programs, many of which run youth programming and afterschool 
opportunities. The program aims to support organizations working in communities most 
impacted by the failed war on drugs. Initiatives surround the principles of youth development, 
violence prevention, legal aid, and re-entry services. To access the press release and review the 
full list of grantees, click here. 

ACT Now would like to congratulate our partner organizations that have received this round of 
funding. We are here and ready to support your youth development initiatives with our free 
resources and services! 

Monetary Award Program Receives Funding to Support Students Attain Higher Education 

On June 21, 2022, Governor JB Pritzker and the Illinois General Assembly announced that the 
state's Monetary Award Program (MAP) will receive an additional $122 million in funding for 
FY23. This action is in direct response to ensuring that college is more affordable for low-
income students across Illinois. As a result of this increase in funding, MAP will total a historic 
high of approximately $601 million, and allow 151,000 more students to access high-quality 
higher education opportunities in Illinois. 

For a list of previously listed policy updates, click here. 

 

Trainings, Events and Webinars 

Core Area Organization Name of Event/Training Date 
Registration 

Link 

Professional 
Development 

ACT Now June Membership Exchange 
TODAY, from 10:00 
a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 

REGISTER 

ACT Now 

Teen REACH OST Summer 
Learning Series - Day 1: Program 
Handbook Development 
Workshop 

July 26, 2022, from 
10:00 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m. 

For Teen REACH 
Providers 
REGISTER 

ACT 
Now and IDHS 

Teen REACH OST Summer 
Learning Series - Day 2: 
eCornerstone & Business 
Objects 

July 27, 2022, from 
10:00 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m. 

For Teen REACH 
Providers 
REGISTER 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3drvjaC6v-Koge0qcoMht8VeCCyaG3giKwBqXgJ6o03th8Pk9-6XogcA&c=E,1,kgZYIWfvhgBxPqQzY-wzQ3ytJQb-4p6p0YBm2_pZmzyx87tI9z4wD7wc46ngjmYxGuPRHv0zjqsO4HQOqd6dztbrgmoioSIL-25aQXxzCg,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dSS1fnJ3eq3AgrlmixWGfeFkh-Le3zgk8OyjsiC59CCdlcysMGaIzYA&c=E,1,cfniFk1GaxwydSvqEk8xScp4E5iA2hpGfVHOd25DzmrvFZY21fQ11FQK95MByLx6fw2BPI4tRK3_A8cRYt-ri_aC3M-_wDgWx7ZI_BdsEyb4CCqaMgEK6Q,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3d2lSAhCvbx8IIliK2mvS4cAgvX9hkhA2sv0yhKBzxJU7EOPlFTl0ZOQ&c=E,1,VaJmaBs82HlceJQa06KyzXx5bXt6PctbM9HbuOTYt1s0dqjkJXPPWVwizx9J0RA2mlvO1y_r6f3zpFWwuDqZIDys7DDOcJt5MIziqoX081lOzgy2WXht&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dlOyiqBJWThMll_ksE-anblCV64jito1uSNw6zUkYHQzqY7QYRiWaKg&c=E,1,L2SN8a60zP4KQPqjTFgNMEEPmOm2LO0-8yRKFwTl2EvF7Goa2E6coUS8XVxVJZOAx5MOQje9GKXKrTWTsipHxnMM0ns4doTUhoKNc_GnmHXN2Tj2&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3du8ixZooyOAVgO00K6kQ5mFl5BDOip2rzVDY_Zv74wIHP7DKg9XwOgg&c=E,1,d4aMnUAOT8vETA0pvG5n_Vnk1QpZqSi278fWPb7fT5Ov8L4gOiBLrKULlC94GU9ESpwkqavpJAJJte1gvgV4T8JIeWbimOT1YlC4yTBo&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dUm4FOa-rJd3RGGjzAEJtt-rysCjNuSm2iFQeQ1VNEW0bo7TFl93CbQ&c=E,1,DAiZRTz19nVqOr3je1_pr-B4w1reDVKHu6KVvr5NU3TdxA_q59J0FpppwmU0QNeQeSLYBa1eNaIUmVDc30L06XKiL388QvosYz1OyiwNVqW66-o9&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3d4iKpuoTgt3YD6RuNx71LHwniolDVjxnLIW4uz6sB3jLqspCvsGq2lQ&c=E,1,WJFOwgAFBvlcNu5X9BizZyuazA0naoSR_R51CsrSQwyyv6806qeTt9MmlSSq87gQelCbnbmnubSCvn8z2VA_lqgMHs3pOOt0NgcipPSsVz9eH4Fnvg,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3d9evKRrfJhTqktJvy4xcx1TBbC7iDD9LrhcbREl9HEhsg1OiQk0cOdA&c=E,1,QRuDAxeoDj4rXicCUCfUMxr9h1vEI54y32rL-EV9LIhy8ZDO9waw69nLtcuqJ6WYyteWYlK849lVSd89wdW-AESXxn6mV7xKP71dYyAU&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3d9evKRrfJhTqktJvy4xcx1TBbC7iDD9LrhcbREl9HEhsg1OiQk0cOdA&c=E,1,QRuDAxeoDj4rXicCUCfUMxr9h1vEI54y32rL-EV9LIhy8ZDO9waw69nLtcuqJ6WYyteWYlK849lVSd89wdW-AESXxn6mV7xKP71dYyAU&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dZrx6vEZQ996vh3WQCNje1Czh7UOO734iXxJFgUp4ojSrzCNa0Bj_9Q&c=E,1,C3k0JcMl55UtpfTE1oLsLWpDs4T-RV4lV1u2SbFUBJw-2OeqlgDsG4uYElWQOiCgEPmTYjaqLr14GCLXwkwkwMUPnyiSsfgSuvIeD0sIxrZCuTEZQElFmPMRkADa&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dz6Ccql9F-FFvRyF4_VtfRq8dhzigiQx5-hs81-fEP5PYhEdaGDsbkg&c=E,1,Ad79VEUH3qjOjTqIoEmyQ9aJgesgOKhrOdjEn67sZ2zB6cT-LmlzGsRpAovH6RVnHJN2jA_U1kJxuNt9j9e_10KxwfyS0tF4zDg9sGwgnGQ,&typo=1


 
For an archive of our previously listed Trainings, Events and Webinars, click here. 

 

Resources for Providers 

Administration 

Webinar Recording to Help Strengthen Summer Programming 

On June 14, 2022, the Education Development Center, Inc. (EDC) hosted a webinar in 
partnership with The Wallace Foundation to share findings from its new report: Supporting 
Quality in Summer Learning: How Districts Plan, Develop, and Implement Programs. The report 
and webinar highlight how school districts are key partners during summer and can help to 
strengthen the work that is already being done by community-based organizations. 

Safety, Health, and Nutrition 

City of Chicago Family Vaccine Clinics 
  
The City of Chicago is hosting family vaccine clinics in an effort to help children between the 
ages of 6 months and 5 years old get vaccinated against COVID-19. These opportunities are 
available to everyone at not cost. To learn more and register to confirm your spot, click here. 
  
Toolkit for Promoting Health and Well-Being 
  

ISBE 

Active Recruitment of Special 
Populations into CTE Programs 
and Nontraditional Careers - 
Educator Panel 

July 28, 2022, at 9:00 
a.m. 

REGISTER 

ACT 
Now and ICOY 

Teen REACH OST Summer 
Learning Series - Day 3: CBAT-O 

July 28, 2022, from 
10:00 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m. 

For Teen REACH 
Providers 
REGISTER 

ACT Now 

Teen REACH OST Summer 
Learning Series - Day 4: Core 
Service Breakouts 

July 29, 2022, from 
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m. 

For Teen REACH 
Providers 
REGISTER 

ISBE 

Elimination of Barriers for 
Individual CTE Students - 
Educator Panel 

August 2, 2022, at 
9:00 a.m. 

REGISTER 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3duxyF8NkicRat94IwmiAvYIucwvzNjcIk7mZ557F_AS9ZkJTE3Cdn9A&c=E,1,t-y0ejUrC_K8OlMoZHy8iQOV1iW7bA-vF3rPAtzyeeL5LS6t0e2XLgnRV7PNYesYitMdM3czu1eq-IB1xFsL-C6blRaeJXDsXL76NgDRVN5Da50NfZzPQA,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dsaN-7Uwk-MI0XMDjlymm6sAmnAyE4NHfWT1EkZqD26xALjVJLiozOQ&c=E,1,__97FoiUPurLV8Won2kHJEpYB39yVYEC4Mp_yrRpvOcwlqdXuppMFem8K6MiN9HOadc6hfbltlRrcmFxeNVZNhmdp3hdUQ0xo9t0Ig6Kyg,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dGSZ80sx1AQn81hqgjAC2E4bUNyyW0lIDTL5puHEwOferuikT11xFEQ&c=E,1,LBScFqKWLnrtn06dXUsMY8u_shZR99i0u-oTVlYn6Vy1iYnmphY0GjFPQzxeqEwyatOws4OBc-AFPrq7iq0Evrti2oh8UnQJxT8Qiefp2ThEFaVJ9Qaz&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dO1MsqcBYe2PkJ57-VMyek6jXMQ-S-_mgbJBjdkDMgsNMLyOoQNQnXw&c=E,1,9UHdjd3k78s4FYm2dWqguREhWv-GJXnCspvDqxIsBp8JeYV60vZ8zcMSyK-b-295ob8x3L95fLIgmZa2pNbJt1IVP3-DuZl6-LXK98jXBw,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dO1MsqcBYe2PkJ57-VMyek6jXMQ-S-_mgbJBjdkDMgsNMLyOoQNQnXw&c=E,1,9UHdjd3k78s4FYm2dWqguREhWv-GJXnCspvDqxIsBp8JeYV60vZ8zcMSyK-b-295ob8x3L95fLIgmZa2pNbJt1IVP3-DuZl6-LXK98jXBw,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dPx56Jd79AtiYQvzRrTP2pJziMW4yf4SoAF9nGUC1WbKBe3wuQnYZ5w&c=E,1,6dula8G3761tMuIwhWuG7-4v7on9_wdmh4tauG7AkrATyRzx4l0m5J1O7SgGzpoxcMsZTnKT_pImpgTsErNHsshYlVDgKwSZDpKUBbkTdx20RqE,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3d9gTX9iBhLBtE9jaG9E7G_urtKpYAVtjo5uDdrJ53Zveoz8-tW4H8YQ&c=E,1,ayDurxQMZJfYm1RGxMqzubDoadK0V9MpxHxiAfU6jiyd50pZVkYD4SguZMfaRIvxMPWOeSMhfzSd-OdNGadC-kqj6NbNrXF9Hmi6YrN6CKX-qoNC&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dxLQA797wSEzANSBmqK4NqKR8PkZ5eSWj9AJsEp5nllmwC4GZ-HEm6Q&c=E,1,3GrBVPC2SduqwsZsNKuCD_Moi_O6yPRVxny1JvphkSaqGyxGyC6kF78Tjw7ZZfUwmIQ7VQOhnUGk3WrG4cT7eBMbSTmnCXvEgUH8kbQVfACVKuozqhWN&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dLeVBJdqOxtB3DA9ITXN6g_krZkrNEiWTYKMXCBNXpR4TOXUWZrMi6w&c=E,1,y1VN_UhDxXbYmUUyqVZZaN1WCh9fa-jV9H7-C3VGtmPtlabkMdEG3hS5aid_8yjomjl_avERcYVoDCflY_p-NOYsJrMP5HwVzrdScNp61Em_1w77&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmpower.metrofamily.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dw4JOnj0vTQ1iOYIfknbXl5Uu8FTITAp40qrmeGC7lvsUS8xRjfX2NQ&c=E,1,b63w04KSyRcZ2qwC1Gu1GaYD_q-1-1aV6OV-Swb3nSDxXqcFAs7-4CfHFTSwZWSKjg91X3rSNv96G-cJ9h2VM4CRp4TzITffd7vyPwZU_VlBHw,,&typo=1
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The National Recreation and Park Association released a new resource, Community Wellness 
Hubs: A Toolkit for Advancing Community Health and Well-Being Through Parks and 
Recreation. This toolkit highlights the role park and recreation professionals play in advancing 
community health and well-being but summer learning providers may leverage the toolkit to 
support programming! 
  
Moving Our Bodies During Summer 2022 
 
Sesame Street in Communities has created ways to incorporate reading and math with physical 
activity to keep kids learning and moving all summer long. These resources are geared towards 
students in Kindergarten through Fifth Grade. 

Youth Development 

UNESCO Global Education Monitoring Report 

This annual report key challenges and barriers to achieving equity in education across 120 
countries and highlights the impacts of gender stereotypes and biases on girls' access, 
performance, and pursuit of STEM. The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization's (UNESCO) resource highlights key findings on girls' performance in mathematics 
reasoning behind why many girls do not pursue science-related careers. 

For an archive of our previously listed Trainings, Events and Webinars, click here. 

 

Opportunities for Providers 

Administration 

ACT Now Employment Opportunities! 

ACT Now is hiring for two full-time positions and looking to fill them immediately. While our 
offices are in Chicago, Illinois, we will explore applications from any part of the state to either 
work remotely or to establish a satellite office. 

• Afterschool Resources and Support Specialist (RPSA) 
• Policy, Communications, and Operations Associate 

To learn more about these opportunities and eligibility, check out our employment 
opportunities page. Applications will be considered on a rolling basis and interviews will take 
place accordingly. 
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21st CCLC Advisory Council 

ACT Now is starting a group to help further work on specific issues related to 21st CCLC and 
Chicago Public Schools (CPS). This group will meet on an ongoing basis with CPS. If you are 
interested in joining the 21st CCLC Advisory Council please fill out this form by July 1, 2022. 

Youth Development 

Chicago STEM Pathways Cooperative Citywide Convening 

The Chicago STEM Pathways Cooperative will be hosting a citywide meeting tomorrow! All past 
and prospective members are welcome to attend for an update on the present work and 
collective planning around the future of the STEM Co-op. The event will take place in-person 
on June 29, 2022, from 8:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. at the Chicago Cultural Center Note: there is a 
virtual opportunity to attend. 

For an archive of our previously listed Opportunities for Providers, click here. 

 

Youth Opportunities 

Youth Development 

2022 SUMMER STEAM ACADEMY 
 

Olive-Harvey College is hosting a STEAM program to encourage students to keep learning 
during summer 2022. Programs are offered as remote and in-person courses beginning June 
27, 2022 and ending August 12, 2022. Join Olive-Harvey College for a variety of fun and 
engaging programs for youth of different ages and interests! 
  
For an archive of our previously listed Youth Opportunities, click here. 

 

Funding Opportunities 

For an archive of our previously listed Funding Opportunities, click here. 
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Were you forwarded this email? 

Click Here to Subscribe to the ACT Now Newsletter!  

 

Call for Resources 

Do you have valuable resources, stories, or best practices to share with the afterschool field?  

Please click here to share your resources with ACT Now and we will disseminate them (via our 
newsletter and website) to other providers across the state!  

If you have any questions, please contact Emma Spencer (Youth Development Associate) 
at Spencere@actnowillinois.org 

NOTE: We sort our trainings and resources by the Core Areas in the Illinois Statewide 
Afterschool Quality Standards to promote better understanding and implementation of the 
Standards. Blue headings denote a Core Area. To learn more about the Quality Standards, 
click here.   
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