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ADVOCACY & LOBBYING

• Educating a member of Congress on how a 
policy affects constituents

• Using social media to get the word out about 
a cause/issue

• Meeting with a government official to explain 
how a particular problem/issue is affecting a 
particular group or organization, the 
community, etc.

• Asking your member of Congress to vote for 
or against, or to amend or introduce, 
particular legislation

• Emailing members of your group asking them 
to contact their member of Congress in 
support of or opposition to legislation or 
pending regulations

• Generating an online petition asking members 
of your organization (direct lobbying) or 
members of the public (grassroots lobbying) to 
contact their legislator(s) to support or oppose 
particular legislation



SOURCES

Information compiled from research coordinated by the 
Afterschool Alliance and Afterschool Consultants
 Focus groups

 One-on-one interviews

 Online bulletin board (education influencers)

 National online survey

Frameworks Institute
 Surveys 

 Focus groups



FRAMEWORKS INSTITUTE

• Grow up in a dangerous environment with different values

• A problem for parents

• Pragmatism

• Common Good

• Global Competition and Workforce Prep

• Community and not the individual. 

• Supporting people through their entire lives.

• Construction

• Cooking with knowledge



FOCUS POINTS OF ALLIANCE RESEARCH

Values

What are the values 
that messaging in 

support of afterschool 
should focus on?

Audiences

What specific 
messages resonate 

with specific groups?

Conservatives

How can we better 
reach conservatives?



GENERAL VIEWS ON AFTERSCHOOL







GENERAL VIEWS ON AFTERSCHOOL (VOTERS)



GENERAL VIEWS ON AFTERSCHOOL (VOTERS)



GENERAL VIEWS ON AFTERSCHOOL (VOTERS)



TRUSTED SOURCES



SAFETY



JOBS



LEARNING



REFRAMING STATEMENTS

Original Statement Statement Reframed

Having afterschool choices helps 
parents keep their jobs, helps

students succeed in school and 
beyond, and helps ensure

businesses can hire the local
workforce they need to thrive. 
In short, afterschool works for

students, parents, and the
economy.

Participation in afterschool 
programs inspires children to 
learn and connect with each 

other, provides parents peace of 
mind while they are at work
knowing their children are

supervised, and gives students 
the skills they need to land the 

jobs of tomorrow.
Afterschool works!

*added piece on safety/supervision



AUDIENCE SPECIFIC MESSAGING



MESSAGING FOR POLICYMAKERS: 
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MESSAGING FOR POLICYMAKERS: 



MESSAGING FOR POLICYMAKERS: WORKING PARENTS



REFRAMING STATEMENTS



MESSAGING FOR POLICYMAKERS: REFRAMING STATEMENTS



MESSAGING TEMPLATE

 ACT Now developed a messaging template to help 
guide you through the process of effectively 
communicating the need for afterschool programs

 This template is customizable and should be tailored 
to fit your program

 ACT Now is here to provide support if you have 
questions along the way

Access the template here:

bit.ly/2RPGA4L

For an example of a completed template:
bit.ly/2MzcJra

http://bit.ly/2RPGA4L
http://bit.ly/2MzcJra


HOW TO USE THE
MESSAGING TEMPLATE

Use the messaging template to:

 Educate policymakers

 Raise awareness about afterschool programs 
in the general public

 Solicit funding opportunities

 Develop business & community partnerships

 Educate possible volunteers



QUESTIONS?



CONTACT INFORMATION

 Faith Knocke
ACT Now -Youth Development Associate

KnockeF@actnowillinois.org

 Susan Stanton
ACT Now - Network Lead

StantonS@actnowillinois.org
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